Simony (corruption)
God Jesus Christ manifested His great love to us by His death for us on the cross. He, the Holy One, paid the record of debt of our sins with His own blood. He gave everything and retained nothing, that in Him we might become heirs to the heavenly kingdom. For the service to this kingdom and to the believers He chose apostles (bishops). He armed them with spiritual power that they might preach the Gospel, pray for the sick, cast out demons, raise the dead, forgive the sins. He sent them to teach all that He had taught them, to baptize in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and He commanded them: “You received (the spiritual gifts) without paying; give without pay.” (Mt 10:8)

In spite of the clear testimony of the Apostles and God’s Word to disinterestedness in providing the apostolic service, the history of the Church has seen scandalous cases of buying and selling the gifts of the Holy Spirit (Holy Orders). The first to condemn this shameful and perverted trading in God’s gifts was the Apostle Peter. When Simon (the sorcerer) offered money to the Apostles asking them to give him such power that through the laying on of his hands the Holy Spirit might be given, Peter answered to him: “May your silver perish with you, because you thought you could obtain the gift of God with money!” (Acts 8:20) These words refer to all who want to traffic in the gifts of the Holy Spirit (deaconal and priestly ordination, episcopal consecration and other sacraments, Church posts). They are those thieves who avoided meeting with Jesus, did not become converted and sneaked into the flock only to steal, destroy and kill (cf. Jn 10:10). They do not care about the sheep, about their lives; they are just hirelings who love money. Jesus, on the contrary, laid down His life for the sheep that they may have life abundantly.
For this perverted trafficking in spiritual gifts the current canon law imposes the canonical punishment of suspension upon a bishop, priest, deacon; can. 1461 CCEO does “not exclude a major excommunication” for sale or purchase of ordination or consecration.
The gifts of the Holy Spirit are unmerchantable! This is the teaching of St. Peter and of many other Popes and Councils. They all condemned simony as an abominable practice under punishment (2nd canon of the General Council of Chalcedon (451); 29th canon of the Apostolic canons; 5th canon of the the second Council at Nicaea (787); 1st and 22nd canon of the first Lateran Council (1123); 1st, 2nd, 24th, 25th canon of the second Lateran Council (1139) etc.). 
Let us put a question: How many bishops, priests and deacons in the UGCC nowadays should be, on the basis of can. 1461 CCEO, suspended (deposed) or excommunicated? The facts concerning simony in Ukraine are generally known to such extent that we can repeat the words of the fourth Lateran Council: “... shameful and wicked exactions and extortions are levied in many places and by many persons, who are like the sellers of doves in the temple, for the consecration of bishops, the blessing of abbots and the ordination of clerics. There is fixed how much is to be paid for this or that and for yet another thing. Some even strive to defend this disgrace and wickedness on the grounds of long-established custom, thereby heaping up for themselves still further damnation.” (4th Lateran Council, 63rd chapter, De simonia, D 820)
Examples of simony in Ukraine

· A certain seminarian could not be ordained after finishing his theological studies only because he did not have enough money to pay the required sum to the bishop. He worked hard throughout the year, taking on even menial work in order to earn his ordination. He was not ordained until he was able to pay. 
· In a certain eparchy: if the seminarian wants to receive ordination and to be assigned to a parish, he has to pay 7000 dollars, whereof approximately 3000-4000 dollars is for ordination only.
· One priest visited a bishop offering him money in order to be given a certain parish. However, he did not obtain it because the bishop required a few thousand dollars more than the priest offered. 
· In different places the assignment to parishes is connected with no inconsiderable sum of money.

· There are concrete cases of episcopal consecration known, when a large sum of dollars was paid for the consecration.

· Some seminaries admit the students only after they can pay some extras to the sum commonly required for the running of the seminary. 
Simony is an abominable crime, a sin which is a sign of a deep crisis and internal decay of the UGCC. The greatest responsibility for it falls on the bishops. However, these hirelings (bishops) committed a double crime against God:
1) They have abandoned Jesus and His Holy Law; instead, they approve of or proclaim poisonous heresies which rob the people of eternal life. They persecute or morally kill the healthy sheep of God’s flock. 

2) They love money and have made a profitable business of Holy Orders and Church posts.
The Pope Gregory I calls simony the first heresy against the Holy Church and those who spread it he compares to the sellers of doves in the Jerusalem temple. He says that as the tables of the sellers, so will also the seats of those who sell sacraments be overturned (The letter of Gregory I O quam bona to Bishop Virgilius of Arles, 12th August 595, D 473).
The Popes and the Councils definitely condemned simony as such in the following concrete cases as well:
1) Administration of Holy Orders (deacon, priest, bishop).
2) Appointment to Church offices.

3) Admission of candidates to monasteries and seminarians to seminaries.

St. Peter, similarly to other Popes, turns to the simoniacs with the following words: “Repent therefore and turn away from this wickedness of yours, and pray to the Lord that, if possible, the intent of your heart may be forgiven you.” (Acts 8:22)
