His Eminence

Card. Leonardo Sandri

Congregation for the Oriental Churches

Your Eminence,

as we have been announced, the bishops of the Kiev-Galicia Metropolitanate of the UGCC assembled on Your instruction on 3rd May 2008, and without waiting for the resolution of the Holy Father, without legal competence and against the CCEO Code, without truth and without trial they hastily and incompetently voted and want to exclude us, four bishops, from the Catholic Church. This so-called resolution of theirs, which is an expression of disobedience and chantage towards the Holy Father, they present to the Congregation for the Oriental Churches, of which You are Prefect, for formal confirmation. Hereby we forewarn You on the basis of Mt 18:15 that if You sign this criminal decree of our so-called excommunication, we in the name of the Triune God and on the strength of the power of apostolic succession (episcopal consecration) will likewise excommunicate You as well as the individual bishops of the Kiev-Galicia Metropolitanate of the UGCC, and that from the Mystical Body of Christ – the Church. 
The reasons: 

1) For Your acting which is in constant contradiction with the line of Christ and with the line of the Holy Father (the evidence would also be our excommunication).

2) You shield and support Card. Husar who is a heretic and apostate. 

3) You serve the system which destroys the foundations of the Church. 

Your excommunication upon us would be uncanonical and it would be an expression of rebellion against the truth, the Holy Father and Christ; ergo, it would have no administrative force. 

In spiritual aspect it would be forceless the more so because You and Card. Husar are dead members of the Church; however, on the other hand our anathema upon You will have spiritual power and spiritual impact (cf. 1Cor 5:1-5) for we are living and suffering members of Christ’s Mystical Body and we defend the fundamental truths, without which the Church is the Church no longer. 
In Christ,
+ Metoděj Špiřík OSBM

+ Eliáš Dohnal OSBM

+ Markian Hitiuk OSBM

+ Samuel Oberhauser

Pidhirtsi 6th May 2008

Copies to: 

· His Holiness Benedict XVI

· Cardinals and bishops of the Catholic Church

· Bishops of the Orthodox Churches in Ukraine

· Representatives of the Protestant Churches
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