Saints Cyril and Methodius

Dear bishops and priests of the Church in Slovakia,
we send You a letter from Ukraine on the occasion of the state as well as Church feast of our Slovak apostles of faith, Sts. Cyril and Methodius (5th July 2008).

Along with You we are making a stop at the historic crossroads where it is being decided whether the process of apostasy from Christ and from the saving faith will intensify or we will see the spiritual resurrection of the heart of Europe, that is of the historical Velehrad – Slovakia. The key to resurrection is conversion and repentance.
We remind here of:

1) History and archaeology

2) Repentance – the way to resurrection

3) The spiritual legacy

1) History and archaeology
a) Slovakia has two big centres with the tradition of Sts. Cyril and Methodius. The first one lies within the cadastre of the village of Kopčany. About 1 km from the river on the Moravian side is the finding-place of the most extensive excavations of several temples. On the Slovak side the chapel of St. Margaret from the 9th century pertains to this whole. Whether this is the location of the historical Velehrad, or whether it was located 50 m to the north, is the subject of discussions of archaeologists. In any case, its location was not where it is now. Archaeologists rather placed it in the cadastre of the village of Sady – Uherské Hradiště, where excavations of a temple from the 9th cent. were discovered. But let us leave the discussions to archaeologists and historians. The reality is that the cadastre of the village of Kopčany in Slovakia is a part of the largest whole of the finding-place with excavations from the times of Sts. Cyril and Methodius. What would be good to do? It would be good in proximity to the Morava River to build a church as the pilgrimage centre of Sts. Cyril and Methodius. If the Czech side does the same, it will be no competition, on the contrary it will only emphasize this centre. It would be practical to build a foot-bridge over the Morava River, enabling the pilgrims to visit both localities of this historical and spiritual complex. 
The church could have the ground-plan of one of the temples discovered. Outside, on one of its walls or in close proximity it would be good to build a shelter (an area) for the celebration of liturgy for the pilgrims.

It would be fitting if the village of Kopčany was renamed Old Velehrad (or New, South, Central or Little Velehrad). Let us remind that there is one more Velehrad – Veligrad near the Slovak border on the Danube in Hungary which likewise has a connection with the legacy of Sts. Cyril and Methodius.
It would also be good to found a religious community of Sts. Cyril and Methodius in the Roman-Catholic Church. The concrete spiritual programme, spirituality, we are not going to specify here.

It might be considered whether not to allow all priests in the archdiocese of Bratislava and diocese of Nitra and Trnava to celebrate the Old-Slavonic divine liturgy (in Old Savonic or Slovak language) on certain feasts. In the cadastre of the Kopčany village an archaeological research may be started.
b) The second historical and religious centre tied with the mission of Sts. Cyril and Methodius is Nitra and in particular the mountain of Zobor. A well-known statement of the Pope Innocent III from the year 1204 says that the Hungarian Empire (including Slovakia) had more Eastern (Slavonic) than Latin monasteries. This statement referred to the Zobor monastery in Nitra as well.

So Nitra, in spite of being defamed by the notorious Bishop Wiching in the 9th cent., managed to preserve the heritage of Sts. Cyril and Methodius in its Zobor monastery even as late as the beginning of the 13th cent. It can be supposed that in the time of Byzantine mission (863-885) Nitra had a spiritual centre (seminary – training college) for education of Slavonic priests, disciples of Sts. Cyril and Methodius. Nitra was a princely town and the second power spot of the Great Moravian Empire, right after Velehrad. Undoubtedly there was a school there led by one of the close fellow workers of the saint brothers (Angelar, Nahum, Sabbas, Clement, Laurence, Gorazd). In all probability this school was situated on the Zobor mountain. Wiching’s intervention after the death of St. Methodius (885) liquidated first of all this centre. Here he let the Slavonic disciples be captured and expelled from the territory or sold into slavery. In 899 Velehrad had its archbishopric renewed and three suffragan bishops consecrated, out of whom one was obviously assigned to Nitra. If not earlier, then not later than this time the Slavonic monastery school on Zobor was renewed too. After the fall of the centre of the Great Moravian Empire in 906 St. Gorazd, according to Prof. Dvorník, retreated to the north of the disintegrating empire, to the territory south of Cracow. This is from where, a century later, the hermit St. Svorad came to Zobor. 
What concretely could be done for the sake of renewal of the spiritual centre on the mountain of Zobor? Reconstruction in the place of the Church’s ruins or building of a small church in close proximity and at the same time creation of a permanent liturgical centre – a shelter for pilgrimages. The church could be dedicated to St. Gorazd. 
There could also be a small religious community of Sts. Cyril and Methodius there. 

c) The grave of St. Methodius

In relation to this history and archaeology there arises a question: Where is the grave of St. Cyril? It is in Rome. And where is the grave of St. Methodius? The answer is that it has not been discovered until this day. The disciples probably took the relics of St. Methodius and buried them in an unknown place. If the grave were found, we would regard it as a great spiritual treasure, even though in our ears it resounds: “Why do you seek the living among the dead?” Unlike our Lord and Saviour, who rose from the dead with His glorious body, St. Methodius is in God’s glory and his body (bones) will be glorified in the resurrection by God’s Spirit who dwelled in his body. What actually is our aim in this case? The discovery of the grave or spiritual resurrection? Archaeology or God’s life? Dead theology or the living Word of God? A greater treasure will be if instead of the grave of St. Methodius we will seek his spirit and receive this spirit. His spirit is in inseparable unity with the Spirit of God who was received by all the Apostles, by Paul the Apostle, by the martyrs, prophets, Church Fathers. Without receiving the Spirit of God noone shall be saved. The Scripture says: “If anyone does not have the Spirit of Christ, he is not His.” (Rom 8:9) 

For this year’s World Youth Day the Pope Benedict XVI has chosen the word: “When the Holy Spirit has come upon you, you shall be My witnesses.” (Acts 1:8) If we receive this Spirit that more than 1100 years ago was brought to our territory by St. Methodius, we will see spiritual resurrection! And this is the most vital issue and task which we now face and for which we shall take responsibility. We are to receive the Spirit of Christ through  genuine repentance, which means that we need to fully break with the spirit of this world, with the spirit of pharisaism, with the spirit of heresies and with the spirit of Church intrigues à la Wiching. 
This is repentance – a change of spirit and receipt of the full Gospel. Our new life with Christ and in Christ we are then to base on four pillars: 1) the apostles’ teaching; 2) prayers; 3) fellowship; 4) the Eucharist (Acts 2:42) 
The early Church in Jerusalem was based on these pillars and on these pillars likewise St. Methodius built the Church on our territory.

Instead of dead Methodius let us accept the living one! Here one can say: “It is no longer I who live, but Christ lives in me.” (Gal 2:20) This is life, and that, eternal life! This is the spiritual resurrection of the individual as well as of the whole nation.
In spiritual awakening or in spiritual death there is one distinctive feature – what spirit one bears. Either You have the Spirit of Christ and belong to Him, or You have the spirit of the world and are dead! You have either the spirit of the pharisee Wiching or the spirit of the apostle Methodius! You have either the Spirit of Christ or the spirit of antichrist. You either have eternal life or You have it not! There is no middle way here. Everyone must choose! No one can serve two masters (cf. Mt 6:24).
2) Repentance – the way to resurrection

a) The spirit of Wiching – Church pharisaism. No sooner came the saint apostles of faith to our territory and preached the Word of God than a covert persecution began in the form of intrigues on the part of the Church personalities who were hypocritically inventing some immaterial obscurities and accused the saint brothers of heresy. Our Fathers had to make an apology to Rome. On 14th February 869 St. Cyril died there. On his way back to Great Moravia, St. Methodius was captured by the Germanic bishops who kept him in prison for two years and the Bishop of Passau Hermanerich even whipped him. At the intervention of the Holy Father these Bavarian bishops were punished and St. Methodius released. In the meantime there were political fights and other covert intrigues of Church persons taking place, which abused Christianity for building up their personal career, even at the price of disabling Christ and His servants to preach the full Gospel. Regrettably, these internal enemies, as in the time of St. Methodius so even today, are the greatest enemies of Christ, and that, inside the Church. The present Pope once said about these theologians and false Church representatives that by means of dialectics they can give the clear documents of the Church a completely opposite content. When the Pope allowed and solemnly promulgated the Old-Slavonic liturgy, these Church functionaries saw to it that it was cancelled afterward. Knowing what confusions there were in Rome and knowing about the intrigues, St. Methodius did not obey the Pope even in this point since he was aware that the Pope had been deceived through Church intriguers. This did not concern the questions of faith and morals, in which the Pope is infallible, this concerned a pastoral issue.
Example: Today we also cannot interpret obedience in a false way – e.g. that we are to follow the gesture of the Pope John Paul II in Assisi. This gesture was unfortunately not correctly interpreted by him and internal and external enemies abuse it to destroy the substance of the Church. Their interpretation is that we are to make unity with paganism, and this is a betrayal of Christ and the Church! Wiching, too, cleverly and hypocritically sheltered himself behind the authority of the Pope, aiming to destroy God’s work. It is necessary to break with the spirit of Wiching, with the spirit of Church intrigues. The worst enemy destroying the Church is not atheism or Nero or Stalin or other executioners of Christians. The worst enemy is Church pharisaism! This pharisaism crucified Christ and crucifies Him every day and every hour not only through heretical theologians but also through every one of us unless we have separated ourselves wholly from the spirit of the world and unless we are willing to lose our soul for the sake of Christ (see Mt 10:39). No theological level, no pastoral methods can bring conversion and spiritual resurrection. Without repentance we cannot receive the Spirit of Christ and without repentance we cannot even separate ourselves from the spirit of modern neopaganism!
b) Historic-critical theology (HCT)

Concrete repentance is to renounce the spirit of HCT and to stop teaching and interpreting the Scripture in this spirit and in this system. Neither the Apostle Paul nor St. Methodius preached God’s Word in this way. They preached in God’s power, full of the Holy Spirit. Behind HCT is not the fullness of the Holy Spirit but the spirit of atheism which nips God’s life in the bud (denies all the supernatural).
At almost all theological faculties in Slovakia this spirit poisons the future generation of priests at the root and instead of formation it deforms them. The teachers, theologians and students who have opened themselves to this spirit of pride and lie will never preach God’s Word in God’s power and bring God’s life to the souls like Sts. Cyril and Methodius. They will do the contrary. They will sow spiritual poison into the souls, which will destroy the salvific faith of many and throw them into eternal perdition. These are infestants and parasites on Christ’s Mystical Body – on the bleeding Church.
What does their repentance consist in? In their spiritual substance. In a change of mind and spirit. How? Through spiritual exercises where they will receive the Lord Jesus as their personal Saviour and Lord, open themselves fully to the Holy Spirit – the Spirit of truth. Thereafter they have to renounce this spirit of pride and death which disguises itself by using logical formulations how to interpret the Scripture. After they have done so, they have to decide to continue this way of truth, that means again and again to enter Christ’s death (2Cor 4:10-11) – i.e. to deny their will for the sake of Christ and to follow Christ. Then their eyes will be opened and they will come to see what spirit is behind the Holy Scripture and how the Scripture is to be interpreted – in such way as it was done by the Apostles, Church Fathers, saints and those who through them obtained salvation and true God’s wisdom. 
Spiritless interpretation of the Scripture is good for nothing, yet the interpretation in the spirit of HCT leads to death. Naturally, these spiritual exercises may be performed only by those who have passed through this way of repentance themselves and who continue it.
c) Repentance of sins against the First Commandment
- In the first place all bishops of Slovakia have to repent of having signed a confused document which was interpreted as ecclesiastical approval of occult homeopathy. The whole Catholic world was given offence. May brave repentance now be an example to all. This proclamation of KBS (The Conference of the Bishops of Slovakia) was issued and printed on 5th July 1996 in Katolícke noviny (The Catholic News) in particular!
The essence of homeopathy is magic. It does not use the effect of medical substance but the effect of spiritual power.

- The next one who must repent is the President of KBS Msgr. F. Tondra who takes the blame for his participation in a thesis concerning hypnosis. The author of this thesis, Dr. Max Kašparů, a psychiatrist and hypnotizer, promotes hypnosis as a pastoral method and received a doctorate in theology therefor. The Theological Faculty in Košice should repent too that they granted him this doctorate. Moreover, it is well known that Max Kašparů is in close contact with the apostate Prof. T. Halík who in his books introduces relativism, opens the door for buddhism, for the spirit of New Age, and publicly denies Christ’s resurrection. 
These books are recommended in the Catholic News in Slovakia. This newspaper builds up uncritical reputation of both Prof Halík and M. Kašparů, so they both are represented as patterns of Christianity. In fact it is rather, sad to say, anti-Christianity.
- Naturally, all these heretics act with suggestiveness, arrogance and sovereignty. The one who will stand against will be mercilessly ridiculed. Simply, they are well familiar with human foolishness which is hidden behind our pride. The one who is truly humble does not fear their ridicule, criticism and threats. Unfortunately, the majority lack this cardinal virtue and therefore are easy to deceive and manipulate. 
- With deep pain we have to tell the truth even about our own from our midst. This concerns deceased Prof. Jozef Vrablec, our friend, who so many times blessedly participated in charismatic conferences. He deserves the credit for the spread of this movement in Slovakia. He was an example of living theology to young priests as a preacher and homilist. We repeat – with deep pain we have to say that we cannot agree with his scripts in which he recommends yoga nor with the book wherein he recommends zen-buddhism. For all the good he did for the sake of priests, even in the event of a proposal of his canonization, one would have to take account of this negative side of his. 
- The next sin that falls on the heads of priests and bishops is the responsibility for their failure to clearly preach and interpret the First Commandment. Because the Word of God was not preached in power and the believers were not exhorted to focus on the substance, that is on the living relationship with Jesus, and at the same time to avoid false spiritual streams, many people fell into a trap. Many paid for it with their psychical health, some even with their lives and many abandoned the Catholic Church and ended up in present-day sects.
- The blame falls on us for our failure to preach God’s Word in fullness as well as for the fact that all kinds of different sects with a buddhist or hindu foundation started to spread and settle in Slovakia (Hare Krishna, Bahaí...).
We have no other choice than to repent with genuine heart. Unless we do so, the antichristian pressures will lead the young Slovak generation to open themselves for the spirit of New Age. We are to blame that about 20% of the intelligentsia already believe in reincarnation. This is the fruit of our false respect for other religions, because we could not tell the truth about paganism. 

The call in Lourdes, Fatima and in other Marian pilgrimage places has a common denominator: Repentance, repentance, repentance! Be converted... unless you are converted, there will be...
First of all they, the priests and bishops in particular, are to rend not their garment but their hearts. 
Jesus did not dispense us, priests and bishops, from repentance! Quite the contrary! We are to be an example of truthfulness, so that we may be bearers of God’s Spirit, the Spirit of truth and repentance in fullness! 

- The Catholic News should repent of not bearing the Spirit of God but the spirit of the world. It should either he banned or deprived of the ecclesiastical approval, or it would be necessary to change the whole editorial staff. They publicly proclaim lies! (see CN 15/08).

- All movements and religious communities in Slovakia should repent, that they may become the salt and the light again!

- The Focolare movement in particular should repent of avoiding the truth and the spirit of repentance and of strongly manipulating the Church through “Wiching’s” spirit and hindering true conversion!
Wiching is a symbol of the enemies of Archbishop Methodius and a symbol of internal enemies who destroy the Church inside. Unfortunately, today there are just as many of them as in the time when St. Methodius began to preach the full Gospel in the power of the Holy Spirit on this territory. He not only preached but also trained his disciples among whom we count above all our St. Gorazd. Even today God is seeking souls that will sincerely open their hearts to the spirit of truth through repentance, receive the full Gospel, renounce various philosophies, heretical theologies or disintegrative psychologies, receive Christ and His Spirit in fullness and become His witnesses. Without these Christ’s witnesses the resurrection of the Church and nation cannot come!
3) The spiritual legacy of Sts. Cyril and Methodius

Sts. Cyril and Methodius translated the Holy Scripture into our language. Let us receive God’s Word with faith as they did. They did not look at God’s Word through spectacles of atheistic philosophy on which the so-called scientific interpretation of Scripture (so-called HCT) is based. 

“Let us not forget that even more than a millennium later Constantine’s Proglas speaks to us with the same topicality: ‘Hear now with your minds, hear, all you Slav people, hear the word coming from God, the word nourishing the human souls... Every soul begins to die unless it has God’s life in itself. Therefore hear, you Slavs, these words: This gift in truth is given from God...” This fundamental attitude towards the Holy Scripture was emphasized by Bishop V. Judák on 5th July 2007. 
Sts. Cyril and Methodius brought to us – translated – the so-called Nomocanon. It was not merely a dry codex, behind it was the practice of life and moral principles tied with healing penance.

Devotion to the Mother of God

May Our Lady of the Sorrows, the Patroness of Slovakia, intercede for us, that from what Sts. Cyril and Methodius sowed more than 1000 years ago we may now reap spiritual conversion and resurrection.

Yrs. 869-2009 – the anniversary of the death of St. Cyril Constantine (14th February 869).

If only in this jubilee year the seminarists, priests and religious could change their attitude towards God’s Word and definitively put aside the atheistic spectacles of HCT and receive his Proglas!

This year in Ukraine we commemorate the 1020th anniversary of the baptism of Rus-Ukraine by St. Vladimir. We pray for the political leadership too, that God may use them for the spiritual good of the whole nation.

Divine Liturgy

Sts. Cyril and Methodius translated it into our language. It pertains to the fundamental pillars of full spiritual life. Let us not forget the remaining three.
Discipleship

Jesus said: “Make followers (disciples) of all people.” The substance of discipleship lies in the fact that unlike the student, the disciple adopts both the spirit and the lifestyle of his spiritual father. Our spiritual fathers trained up their disciples, not mere theologians. And this is the root of the nowaday reform of the new generation of priests – to introduce discipleship. If only Slovakia could become a pattern for Europe.

Conclusion

Venerable bishops and priests of the Slovak Church, along with You we are making a stop at the historic crossroads where it is being decided whether the process of apostasy from Christ and from the saving faith will intensify or we will see the spiritual resurrection of the heart of Europe, that is of the historical Velehrad – Slovakia. The key to resurrection is conversion and repentance!
In Christ,


the bishops of the UGCC
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+ Eliáš OSBM

+ Samuel 

+ Markian OSBM
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