The sayings of the Russian monks for the present time
“Today on the Patriarchal See (Alexius II) there is not a brave soldier of Christ. Before the second coming Christ will hardly find faith on the earth. The Book of Revelation speaks of Church apostasy. ... Speaking of the signs of this apostasy is no blasphemy against the Church but fear for her.” (Taken from ‘Ruskyi vostok’, 2002, No. 28-33)
“The more the earthly history of mankind is drawing to a close, the more distinctly one can observe the fruits of the process of apostasy from the truth, from Christ and from His holy commandments. The analogy between the New-Testament Israel and the harlot in the Book of Revelation will end with a terrible phenomenon of a change of the Church, the Body of Christ, for a false Church, as if the latter served the salvation of souls. This process will be caused above all by terrible secularization of hierarchy and betrayal of apostolic teaching. A similar situation is in our local Church today.” (‘Pervyi i posledni’, M., 2003)
The Optina Elder Anatolius: “The enemy of mankind will work with such malice as to deceive, if possible, even the elect into heresy. He will not roughly reject the dogmata of the Holy Trinity, of the Divinity of Christ and of the Virginity of the Mother of God, but will inconspicuously begin to distort the doctrine of the Church as well as the very spirit of this doctrine and the articles of faith revealed to the Church Fathers by the Holy Spirit. And this cunning of the enemy will be noticed only by some few. Heretics will assume power in the Church, filling all posts with their servants, and true piety will be held in disdain.”
St. Seraphim says in his second prophecy: “The Lord revealed unto me, poor Seraphim, that great spiritual misery faces the Russian land. The true faith shall be destroyed. The bishop of God’s Church as well as other men of the clergy shall fall away from the purity of faith, wherefore the Lord shall punish them severely. I, poor Seraphim, prayed three days and three nights to the Lord, beseeching Him to take the kingdom of heaven away from me and to have mercy on them, but the Lord answered me: ‘I shall not have mercy on them, for they teach man-made teachings, for they honour Me with their lips but their heart is far from Me.’”
“We are convinced that God will not accept our repentance unless we prove it by deed: unless we do our best to cast out from our Holy Church all heresies and heretics, apostates and lukewarm preachers of faith and unless we renew again the true doctrine in its original brightness and purity.” (Dushenov K.J. – ‘Da ispravitsya molitva moya’, No.5, 2003)
“The archshepherds have quite brazenly started travelling all over the world and regardless of the fact that they thus break the apostles’ rules they have participated in ‘prayers’ with heretics and even with sorcerers” (see “peace prayers” in Assisi). (Gordejev K.J. – ‘Khristiyanskaya tserkov i otkrytoye obshchestvo’, No.26, 2002)
