His Eminence

Card. Tarsicio Bertone

State Secretary

Antioperativeness of Russicum

Your Eminence,

we are writing to You concerning another crime of the Congregation for the oriental Churches (COCh) in relation to the catholic Churches of the Byzantine (Slavonic) rite, especially in relation to the Ukrainian Greek-Catholic Church (UGCC) and the Slovak Greek-Catholic Church, namely concerning the misleading liturgical and spiritual formation in Russicum (Rome). 

Russicum was founded with the intention to train zealous missionaries for Russia, who in their Moscow liturgical tradition should promote the union with Rome. That was why it had a deep sense that the missionaries should be formed in the Moscow synodal rite with all its specifics. Tied to this liturgical tradition, so that outwardly they would not be different from the Orthodox but would preserve and also transmit to them the Catholic faith! This concerned above all the question of primacy of the Pope.

Unfortunately, the antagonistic Eastern policy of Vatican, operative as early as the beginning of the last century, even before the year 1918, during the pontificate of Pius X., was hindering that mission! Secret powers working as early as that time in the Vatican dicasteries in the name of the Holy Father were doing quite the opposite of his will. 

For example the Holy Father Pius X. gave the Metropolitan A. Sheptytskyi a permission and power of establishing Greek-Catholic exarchates in Russia; however, the state Secretary withdrew that power from him immediately afterwards. After personal audience with the Pope the power was validated again; however, subsequently again the secretary prohibited it. This was repeated in this way three times. (viz. Metropolitan A. Sheptytskyi: Life and Activity of the Church and Church unity, documents and materials, 1899-1944, part I., pg. 40-48) 

The present situation with Russicum is such:

1) It does not train up for the mission in Russia.

2) Liturgical formation is still in the Moscow tradition (Orthodox, not Catholic).

3) Spiritual formation is founded on ceremoniousness and not on conversion and repentance and on resultant mission. 

The students are above all from Ukraine and Slovak republic. These priests who are formed in Russicum then return to Ukraine or Slovakia with academic titles and push through Moscow Orthodox rite which is not and did not use to be the tradition of these local Churches and not only that, together with this Moscow rite they open the door for the spirit of schism. Moscow with its Orthodox (schismatic) tradition has become the highest idol. Thereby one is boycotting and liquidating the proper tradition of local Eastern Catholic Churches which is hallowed by blood of martyrs. 

The majority of these priests instead of genuine relation to Christ are disproportionately emphasizing ritualism so that the essence of Christianity fading away. And this so-called Eastern spirituality fully opens the door for the New Age. In so-called postconfesional Christianity (see the book by A. Arzhakovskyi: “Discussions with His Beatitude Lubomyr Husar:  On Postconfessional Christianity”) there is no more difference between Christianity and buddhism and between Jesus’ prayer and mantra! 

All this is sheltered and supported by COCh which considers it realization of the conclusions of Balamand, i.e. gradual liquidation of UGCC and of other Eastern Catholic Churches. 

Your Eminence, we ask You to inquire into the sense of the existence of Russicum. In case Russicum does not fulfill its original purpose – mission of Russia – but on the contrary if it performs an antimission in Byzantine Catholic Churches then its existence is to the detriment of the Church and it is necessary to abolish it!

In Christ Yours,

Fr. Eliáš A. Dohnal ThD. OSBM
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