Letter to UGCC faithful

“Lazarus, come out (of the tomb)!” (J 11,43)

Dead Lazarus, our Church in Ukraine, can be resurrected only by God. However, He demands our cooperation and our public confession of faith; Jesus says it clearly: “Whoever confesses Me before men, him I will also confess before My Father who is in heaven. But whoever denies Me before men, him I will also deny…” (Mt 10:32f)

Dear bishops, priests, religious brothers and sisters and all faithful, 

because our Pidhirtsi monastic community has at heart the spiritual resurrection of our UGCC (Ukrainian Greek-Catholic Church) as well as the spiritual resurrection of whole Ukraine, we want to bring to Your attention several concrete steps which lead to this aim. We must turn away from the spirit of the world and from false ways. A false way is the endeavour after globalization with the Orthodox without any true principles and without a spirit of repentance. A false way is the psychological manipulation of believers when they are called “pravoslavnyj” - Orthodox. Another false way is our incapacity to defend the rudiments of the faith. The test was a film offending our Saviour, when our reaction was silence! Here silence means consent! This was our public denial of Jesus Christ and of our Tradition! In consequence of the inward denial, which was manifested by the passivity in relation to this film, there has come a punishment in the form of an abolishment of the classes in the Christian ethic for our children. Are we going to be silent here as well? 

It is necessary to take these concrete steps of faith:

a) to stop calling our believers “pravoslavnyj” - Orthodox (i.e. members of the Orthodox Church);

b) to establish an organization of Christian parents and an organization of Christian teachers; to start fighting for the rights of our Church, first of all for the Christian ethic in schools!

This is concrete God’s will for us today! If we fulfil it, the Lord will show us the next steps leading to the spiritual resurrection of UGCC and of Ukraine! 

1. The term “all of you Orthodox Christians”:

Our martyrish Church has nowadays opened itself for the spirit of the world and spirit of apostasy, the latter hiding in our country especially behind the word “pravoslavnyj” (Orthodox). In the brochure “Golgotha of UGCC” and in the “Petition of identity to the Holy Father” (4000 signatures), logically and with arguments we explained that one cannot call our Catholic believers “pravoslavnyj” - Orthodox in the liturgy. Even if the bishops A. Sheptytskyi, J. Slipyi, M. Charnetskyi, in their time and in the circumstances they were in, had done so in certain occasions, at present the same would be an offence and a betrayal not only to our martyrish Church but even to Christ Himself and to the Holy Father who visibly represents Him. The Holy Father is waiting until we come to our senses and that is why he does not want to come on us “with a rod” (cf. 1Cor 4:21). What is nowadays concentrated behind this term “pravoslavnyj” is a spirit of apostasy not only from UGCC but even from Christ. It is a spirit of relativism and a spirit of the New Age. Whichever of priests or even bishops in spite of this all will be doing so even after this appeal, is publicly manifesting that either he has lost common sense or that he is a traitor and a Judas. We ask: For what reason is our Church a martyrish one? We ask: Why are certain bishops so stiffly and fanatically pushing this word through? It is a lie that the word “pravoslavnyj” is our old name. It is a lie that the word “orthodoxos”, which is used for true Catholic Christians, is translated from Greek as “pravoslavnyj“ (Orthodox). It is undeniable that the original liturgical term used for us the Ukrainian Christians was “pravovirni (orthodox) Christians” until the 15th century and it is likewise undeniable that officially and in general the word “pravoslavnyj” (Orthodox) in Ukraine means to be a member of  the Orthodox, i.e. schismatic, Church! Because of these serious reasons we appeal to every UGCC priest in person to stop calling his faithful “pravoslavnyj”, i.e. schismatics. Supposing that he will continue doing so, then the community of believers and every believer should warn him in earnest and if he is not willing, the believers should then launch an adequate boycott against this traitor to Christ and to our UGCC and afterwards ask for another priest! Because such priest, in fact, acted against God, against the Church and against the Holy Father!

2. The film “Code da Vinci”

The test of our personal relation to Jesus was a mendacious and blasphemous film where Christ was presented as a sinner and fornicator. Except the Archbishop I.Voznyak, the contemplative sisters and a few courageous priests and beliveres Jesus Christ was publicly denied in Ukraine. A crushing majority of the religious and the clergy did nothing for the sake of defence of our vilified and spitted Lord and Saviour. This is a picture of practical apostasy from Christ and it is a public denial of our faith! Here silence means consent! This is what we must publicly repent of! The bigger is then the thanks to those few faithful and bold who publicly confessed their faith and their relation to their Lord, God and Saviour. It was enough that at many places the film was already banned! 

3. Ban on the classes in the Christian ethic

The Ministry of Education strictly announced that the classes in the Christian ethic at schools are abolished and instead, religionistics is introduced. What more does a young person need today than a healthy, vital and moral orientation amidst so many traps, such as drugs, alcohol, all kinds of amorality, sadism, satanism and sects. Young person without healthy orientation and healthy life principles is a candidate for jail. The only prevention nowadays is a healthy and vital Christianity, not a liberal one for which we have opened ourselves. What kind of response are we to give? 

a) repentance: Why did the abolishment take place? Was the preparation of catechists adequate? If the catechists at UCU (Ukrainian Catholic University) are presented with HCT (historic-critical theology) and with a respect for other religions (relativism), then their relation to Christ will get completely dulled. Especially nowadays there should come a radical change into the theological studies, since UCU as well as other theological faculties (e.g. Drohobych) are ruled by a spirit of destructive liberalism, relativism and a spirit of schism. So that the catechist could educate children it is sufficient for her to know the Catechism and a few sound theoretical principles. It is necessary not only that she could plainly explain to them the elementary truths of the faith, but the first of all things is that she should inspire them to a love for the Saviour and to the following of Him! Unless the catechist is converted and has a living prayer- and biblical community and unless she has a spirit of prayer, she is unable to fulfil her task. First there should come a change in the formation of catechists. The intending catechists should take part in a recollection that would lead to conversion and to the receiving of Jesus as their personal Saviour and Lord, and then they should receive in fullness the Holy Spirit in order to be able to witness in power to a living faith in Jesus. Thereafter they should renounce the spirit of heresies which they had been soaked with during their studies (spirit of HCT, relativism, academism…). They should find a prayer- and biblical community. This repentance would be as a fundament. 

b) democracy: We live in a historic time: For 16 years we have had democracy and our own nation. Nonetheless, we have not learnt to exploit it for our sake and for our rights’ sake. Small non-Christian groups have pushed through amoralities in the massmedia and are now changing the thousand-year-long moral values. For instance, this year the Czech Republic has enforced an act of homosexual marriage. These groups were constantly organizing meetings and influencing the public until they achieved their aim. This faces even Ukraine and not only this, for before long the minorities of Mohammedans will be demanding a legalization of polygamy and the like, others will be demanding a legalization of euthanasia (poison killing). The minorities of Mohammedans, buddhists and various sects will have more rights by way of law than we will. Natural and Christian laws will be gradually excluded by active non-Christian groups. Therefore we also have to learn the activity how to push through the Christian rights and laws for our sake and for the sake of the whole nation. Let us remember that truth and justice in democracy will not be enforced of their own, there must be someone to enforce and defend them! If we are going to be passive, then we will lose even what we have. Jesus said: “Whoever confesses Me before men, him I will also confess before My Father who is in heaven.” (Mt 10:32) This is activity! To confess! Not to be afraid! 

The first Czech president T.G. Masaryk said: “Christians in democracy will have no privileges, yet they will have so many rights as they will gain of their own!” We today, because of being passive and silent, are losing even the very minimum for our children, namely – the classes in the Christian ethic! These classes are in silence officially abolished! 

4. What to do? 

We propose to create an organization of Christian parents and an organization of Christian teachers. The first concrete task of these two organizations should be, by means of petitions and, if need be, by way of public meetings organized in district and regional towns, to enforce the abolishment of this statement of the Ministry which is restricting basic human rights and violating the Christian constitution of Ukraine. 

Conclusion:

 “Lazarus, come out (of the tomb)!”

Dead Lazarus, our Church in Ukraine, can be resurrected only by God. However, He demands our cooperation and these concrete steps of faith:

a) to stop calling UGCC believers “pravoslavnyj” (i.e. schismatics - members of the Orthodox Church);

b) to establish an organization of Christian parents and Christian teachers, and to start fighting first of all for the maintenance of the Christian ethic in schools.

This is God’s will for us today!
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Note: 

English word ORTHODOX is translated into Ukrainian in two forms: «PRAVOVIRNYJ» and «PRAVOSLAVNYJ». In text they are distinguished by the first letter only: 

orthodox (pravovirnyj ) = i.e. of true (Catholic) faith;

Orthodox (pravoslavnyj) = i.e. member of the Orthodox schismatic Church.

The UGCC hierarchy purposefully call their believers in the liturgy not by the original old liturgical word “PRAVOVIRNYJ” but by the word “PRAVOSLAVNYJ” (i.e. member of the Eastern schismatic Church) newly introduced by schismatics. The UGCC hierarchy claim that this is due to so-called ecumenism and a so-called return to “the Eastern tradition and the forefathers’ faith”! The result of this psychological manipulation is a deep internal injury with the older generation and a loss of identity and religious relativism with the young generation. The young generation is thereby being opened for the spirit of the New Age! 

