The second Easter pastoral letter (28th April 2008)
Christ is risen! Christ is risen indeed!

Today, the same as yesterday, we commemorate Christ’s glorious resurrection. Christ gave us a new life in baptism. Beside baptism it is necessary to receive Christ through personal faith and then to duly celebrate the seventh day.

1000 years ago St. Vladimir, the Prince of Kiev, dedicated our nation to Christ. The gesture of faith was a common baptism in the Dnieper River.

Today our nation faces the need to renew the baptism and to receive Christ anew. This also entails the question of Church unity.

Contents of the letter: 

1) The issue of unity of the faithful in Ukraine

2) Variants of external unity

3) An appeal to Church and political authorities

Ad 1) The issue of unity of the faithful in Ukraine

In the Marian apparition in Fatima in 1917 and in Ukraine in 1987 the messages were given which referred to Russia too. “Unless Russia is converted, there will be the third world war.” That there may be conversion to Christ, there must be space given to those who preach living Christianity. 

In the present time it is being decided whether Ukraine and Russia will open themselves to the essence of Christianity which will bring a spiritual renewal, or whether they will open themselves to decadent streams which destroy spiritual and moral values of the individual and society. Unless Christianity in Ukraine opens itself through repentance to the Spirit of Christ, it will turn into a merely marginal minority in a new antichristian society. Only renewed Christianity may renew both the individual and the whole nation. Such Christianity will then give a clear meaning and goal to human life and will likewise give the power and the means of obtaining true happiness and salvation. A man who is not rooted in the living faith and does not have sound life principles becomes today a slave of immorality, alcohol, drugs, slot machines, various diviners and fear. The consequence – psychic disorders, breaks of families, unhappy children, criminality… Spiritual devastation is quickened even more by various sects, namely through yoga, zen, martial arts, different Oriental practices and meditations.
The substance of Christianity is the assurance of our eternal life in Christ. The foundation of morality is love of God and love of neighbour. Modern paganism through divinization of animals and man leads to idolatry and to eternal condemnation. Instead of pure love there is a cult of egoism and cynicism leading to the self-destruction of both the individual and of the society.
The obstacles to unity

That Christianity may perform a true and effective mission and give the people the living Christ and the full Gospel, first there must be an internal revival of the individual Christians as well as of the individual Churches. 

The biggest obstacle to true unity in Christ in Ukraine is the leadership of the UGCC (Ukrainian Greek-Catholic Church)! Why? Because they have completely opened themselves to the decadent spirit that has paralyzed the Western Church. The visible fruit is a mass apostasy from the saving faith. Through so-called historic-critical theology the foundations of faith are being denied, i.e. the Divinity of Jesus Christ and the inspiration of the Holy Scripture. To make unity with this spirit is a spiritual suicide, and this spirit, disguised in a supposed “Eastern spirituality”, is being promoted in Ukraine by the spirit of the UGCC Synod. It was forcibly introduced here in 1996 through the papal dicasteries. Not even the protest of three Metropolitans against this lawlessness was of any help. This offence of the Vatican dicasteries against our UGCC and against Ukraine has not been repaired until this day! The primary condition of justice is a change of spirit in the present-day hierarchy of the UGCC. Otherwise no spiritual renewal can come to the UGCC! Without repentance and without truth noone will be saved, and there is no true unity based on deceit. 
Until 1990 the territory of Ukraine was part of the Soviet Union. Ecclesiastically, it fell under the Moscow Patriarchate. For 400 years Western Ukraine was under strong influence of the Western Church, but in 1946 Stalin “united” it with the Moscow Patriarchate. 
The creation of independent Ukraine in 1991 gave rise, beside our renewed UGCC and the existent Orthodox Church of Moscow, to two Orthodox Churches: Orthodox Church of Kiev and Autocephalous Orthodox Church. 

On 6th April 2008 we wrote the following to the Holy Father concerning the unity of Christians in Ukraine: “It is absolutely clear that we cannot deceive the Orthodox bishops and lure them into a trap represented by the current Vatican dicasteries which destroy God’s life. This, however, does not mean that because of these dicasteries they should reject the service of papacy as such! We propose that all the three Orthodox Churches in Ukraine, provided they acknowledge the primacy, should have their administrative and juridical autonomy preserved. The Orthodox will lose nothing thereby; on the contrary, their authority as well as mutual unity will become even more established. At the same time their foundations of faith, which nowadays are exposed to great destructive pressures, will grow even more firm.” This much from our letter to the Pope.
If the spiritual resurrection comes, Christianity in Ukraine will become a moral force for the revival of the whole nation. This unity will consequently have a positive influence even on the Christians in Russia.

Ad 2) Variants of external unity

1. variant of primary unity
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Explanatory notes to the picture:

a) The Orthodox Church of the Kiev Patriarchate (OCh KP)

b) The Orthodox Church of the Moscow Patriarchate (OCh MP)

c) The Autocephalous Orthodox Church (AOCh)

d) The Ukrainian Greek-Catholic Church (UGCC)
The first step of external unity would be if each of the four Churches accepted unity with the Holy Father, i.e. accepted the charisma of papacy. This, however, does not mean to submit to the administrative rule of the papal dicasteries which often do quite the opposite of what the Pope wants and what he represents and abuse his authority. 
This primary unity would presume that in essence, each of the four Eastern Churches in Ukraine would remain in the state it is, and would just accept the service of the Pope in the questions of faith and morals. In principle none of the three Orthodox Churches concerned will lose anything thereby, they will only stand to gain. 
2. variant of four patriarchates in Ukraine
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Supposing all the four Eastern Churches accepted the papacy (note: UGCC already accepted it 400 years ago), a topical question would arise what in this case would next be appropriate for Ukraine. Theoretically, the Holy Father could acknowledge the patriarchate of each of these four Churches.
3. variant of a united Kiev Patriarchate
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The Kiev Orthodox Patriarchate de facto does exist; however, it has not yet been acknowledged by any other patriarchate, neither by the one of Moscow nor of Constantinople, nor by the Pope. Similarly, even though UGCC is united with the Pope, the Pope has never acknowledged the patriarchate of UGCC, even though Card. L. Husar titles himself the Patriarch of Kiev.

The establishment of a united Kiev Patriarchate will have obstacles. If we presuppose that all the four Churches would recognize the primacy of the Roman Pontiff, from which of these four Churches would the Patriarch be chosen? What jural relation would he have to the individual united Churches? There would probably need to be exact ecclesiastical laws elaborated which would protect certain autonomy of the individual four Churches as well as their proper tradition.
4. variant: Kiev-Moscow (Moscow-Kiev) Patriarchate
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The primary condition for all models of unity is internal conversion, as of the UGCC so of the three Orthodox Churches.

2. The Moscow Patriarchate in Moscow should recognize the supreme and divine authority of the Pope in questions of faith and morals. This, however, does not mean administrative subordination to the rule of the papal dicasteries.

3. National relations between the Russians and the Ukrainians would need to be healed.
If God through the intercession of the Holy Virgin performs these three miracles, this model may become a serious variant to accomplish.

This variant would practically mean that if the Moscow Patriarchate as a whole accepted the primacy of the Pope in questions of faith and morals, in Ukraine there would then be no patriarchate, just four autonomous Churches acknowledging unity with the Pope. These Eastern Churches in Ukraine and the Orthodox Church in Russia would form a single Moscow-Kiev (Kiev-Moscow) Patriarchate as the centre of the Eastern Church. The condition would be that the Moscow Patriarchate in Russia should acknowledge the service and the authority of the Pope in questions of faith and morals (ex cathedra) and the same would be done by the three Orthodox Churches in Ukraine. In the event of election of the new Pope this Eastern Patriarch would be the most serious candidate.
5. variant: Status quo in Ukraine
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This variant represents the present state in Ukraine. To remain passively in this state would be to the detriment of all the four Eastern Churches. Unless there is primary unity of Christians formed in Ukraine, it is impossible to defend ourselves against the invasion of sects and different religions from the Orient which many times abuse Christians as well as the massmedia to realize their aims.
Spiritual disunity of Christians is to the detriment as of the nation so of the individual souls, their eternal salvation thus being endangered. Great responsibility therefor falls on the spiritual shepherds who not only should protect the sheep but also ensure a mission and rechristianization of Ukraine.

What will the common believers say to the question of the Church’s unity? God’s people want to have a guarantee of salvific teaching, they want to be given the means to salvation and to spiritual life and they also want holy shepherds ready to sacrifice even their lives for the sheep’s sake. The accomplishment of this all necessitates spiritual awakening which is connected with the ministry of evangelists, prophets, teachers, apostles and pastors for building up the body of Christ (cf. Eph 4:11f).

It must be stated clearly – denial of Peter’s primacy on our part would lead to false unity and mean a betrayal of our own identity and of Christ. Even our martyrs sacrificed their blood and their lives for the truth’s sake.
We have forgiven the Orthodox Church and forgive again. We admit that the culprit in our liquidation in 1946 is not the Orthodox Church but the spirit of betrayal inside our Church and mainly the political regime. We forgive that all; we are aware that in the past we likewise caused pain to the Orthodox Church. Today, through true repentance we want to give place to our Lord and Saviour, that He may take up the rule in our Church, that the souls may be saved, that a true revival and spiritual resurrection may come to the territory of Ukraine and even Russia!
Ad 3) An appeal to Church and political authorities

An appeal to the Pope
Your Holiness, the situation in Ukraine must be dealt with in truth and justice. In the first place the sound foundations need to be renewed which were violated by a forcible intervention of the papal dicasteries in 1996. Against the protest of three Metropolitans as well as against the CCEO Code the post of Head of the UGCC was given to a person who brought into the UGCC Synod a spirit that allows no true renewal or mission. This spirit of death, which was forced upon us by virtue of obedience to the Vatican, must not rule the UGCC any longer. To obey such a system means self-destruction of the Church. This system of death is an obstacle to true unity of all Christians in Ukraine. This is also testified by the proclamation from the Memorandum of three Metropolitans of the UGCC (1996): “What happened was the consequence of machinations and of a pre-prepared upheaval that, in a painful way, was forced upon our particle of Christ’s Body… We write this Memorandum… so that those who will come after us will no more have to walk the path forced upon us in the October Synod (1996).” The Metropolitans raise a question what the reaction will be when the Orthodox brothers hear of this chantage: “If in the future they will seriously consider entering into a union with Rome, they will ask themselves: ‘Are we too going to be treated (manipulated) in the same way?’”

In 2007 this system liquidated the last true Catholic bishop in Ukraine. For this reason, for the sake of salvation of the true Catholic faith of the UGCC we received episcopal consecration. The official hierarchy hypocritically shelters itself behind Your papal authority and officially liquidates the last remains of the faithful whom it poisons with heresy and with the spirit of the apostate Western Catholicism.
Your Holiness, we remind You again to perform a spiritual operation in Your authority ex cathedra for the sake of salvation of the Western Catholic Church. Here through historic-critical theology the Divinity of Christ and the inspiration of the Scripture are being denied. Your step of faith will bring recovery and will return unity even to those Christians who do not recognize Your primacy (Protestants, the Orthodox).
An appeal to the Patriarch of Moscow
We, the bishops of the UGCC, pray for You that God may grant You the light and strength to turn to spiritual advantage this year’s jubilee of the Christianization of Rus-Ukraine by St. Vladimir in Kiev in 988. The millenary jubilee was twenty years ago; however, the political system of that time did not allow celebrating it either spiritually or outwardly for the sake of the nation’s spiritual renewal. If only this year You could additionally use this opportunity! May this additional celebration of the 1000th (this year’s 1020th) jubilee bring along the spiritual resurrection of the Russian nation. You and Your Church too bear responsibility for this nation before God. Without true repentance there will be no spiritual resurrection either in Ukraine or in Russia. We believe that God will create the conditions so that You may also take part in the celebration in Kiev. 
An appeal to the Orthodox representatives in Ukraine
You, the spiritual shepherds of God’s flock, live in Ukraine and share the fate of this people. Ukraine is exposed to great pressure of various unchristian spiritual streams which grows more and more intense and destroys the individual, family, community, parish and the whole nation. Without a certain form of unity we are not able to defend ourselves or to perform an effective external mission of Christianity. There comes a big jubilee of 1020 years since the Christianization of Rus-Ukraine and this year we moreover connect it with the millenary jubilee which we were not enabled to celebrate with dignity in the past. We proposed a model of unity to the Pope, the basis of which is the necessity of repentance on the part of the leadership of the UGCC. Next we proposed to him, and now to You as well, the variants of unity, yet not with the Vatican dicasteries but only with the authority of the Pope. This authority is entrusted to the Pope by Christ for the sake of protection of doctrinal and moral truths of the faith.
We are convinced that both our diagnosis and prognosis stem from the reality and further, that the historic moment has come to solve the problem of unity in Christ’s Mystical Body – the Church. We are convinced, too, that this initiative is in compliance with God’s will! Our aim is one: a living relation to Christ, true Catholic teaching, salvation of the immortal souls and spiritual resurrection of all Ukraine!
The renewal of Christianity brings along the renewal of nation

The renewal of Christianity causes the recovery of the whole nation. All personal, social as well as international problems have a spiritual foundation. Once there comes the renewal by the Spirit of Christ, the toxical virus of lie and death is overcome by the cure of the truth and this results in the spiritual recovery of the individual, family and whole nation. At the beginning of last century came a spiritual renewal of Western Ukraine through Metropolitan A. Sheptytskyi OSBM. The official statistics stated that criminality dropped to a minimum, the family life became established.

The millenary jubilee of the renewal of baptism in Kiev or in other places of Ukraine or Russia may start the process of renewal of sound moral, social and spiritual values on this territory. In essence, the highest value here on earth is life and after death eternal life! This spiritual dimension too was fully perceived by the Prince St. Vladimir when he baptized Rus-Ukraine in the year 988. 
It is painful that many priests and bishops do not orientate themselves in these elementary things and that is also why they are unable to see the crisis of faith and the need for renewal.
This renewal of the sound roots of Christianity in the Church and nation is also tied with the unity with the Western Church which was seen in the time of St. Vladimir. This internal unity has to fully respect proper tradition as well as structures as of one so of the other Church.
An appeal to the President of Ukraine V. Yushchenko

We, the bishops of the UGCC, are very pleased that You, Mr President, have at heart the spiritual welfare as well as the unity of Christians in Ukraine and that You want to solemnly celebrate and take an active part in both the 1000th and 1020th jubilee of the baptism of Rus-Ukraine. Thank You for Your initiative and support of this spiritual and national project.

We wish You that You may, particularly at this celebration in Kiev, duly represent Your predecessor St. Vladimir, who was a wise ruler over all Rus-Ukraine. May God grant You abundance of wisdom and strength, that You may continue Your wise leadership in the Ukrainian nation.

An appeal to the President of Russia D. Medvedev

Dear Mr President, first receive our cordial congratulations on Your election to the Head of the Russian nation. You were elected in the year when we commemorate the jubilee of the baptism of Rus-Ukraine by St. Vladimir. Since the 1000th jubilee in 1988 could not be worthily celebrated, it was additionally carried over into this year when at the same time we commemorate the 1020th jubilee. Though the celebration will take place in Kiev on the feast of St. Vladimir (27th July 2008), this event is related even to Your nation, which You represent. We as bishops of the UGCC have turned to the Patriarch of Moscow and turn to You as well with a request that You do Your best towards the spiritual revival of Christianity in Russia.
Do not be afraid that the renewal of true Christianity will be politically unprofitable! Nowadays Russia is the hope for the whole so-called Christian world which at the present time finds itself in a deep spiritual as well as social crisis. During the apparitions of Our Lady in Fatima (Portugal) in 1917, in one message the Holy Virgin said to the mankind: “Unless Russia is converted, there will be the third world war.” This message is related even to Ukraine. 

Mr President, this vision of renewal of Your nation is being laid to Your heart by God Himself! Similarly, God is laying it to the heart of the President of Ukraine too. May St. Vladimir be a pattern for both of You as a wise leader of the people entrusted to him. Let his gesture – the baptism of Rus-Ukraine be an example to both of You of a faith that opens the paradise on earth as well as after death.

Christ is risen! May it hold true both in Ukraine and Russia this year: Christ is risen indeed!
Conclusion

Today, the same as yesterday, we commemorate Christ’s glorious resurrection. Christ gave the new life to us in baptism. 1000 years ago St. Vladimir, the Prince of Kiev, dedicated our nation to Christ. The gesture of faith was a common baptism in the Dnieper River.

Today our nation faces the need to renew the baptism and to receive Christ anew. This also entails the question of Church unity.

In Christ,

the bishops of UGCC
+ Markian Hitiuk OSBM

+ Metoděj Špiřík OSBM

+ Eliáš Dohnal OSBM

+ Samuel Oberhauser 

Pidhirtsi, 28th April 2008

Copies to:

· His Holiness Benedict XVI
· Patriarch of Moscow Orthodox Church
· Patriarch of Kiev Orthodox Church
· Patriarch of Autocephalous Orthodox Church

· President of Ukraine V. Yushchenko

· President of Russia D. Medvedev

Address: Monastery OSBM, Pidhirtsi 80660, Brody district, Lvov region, Ukraine
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