The Freemasons
As early as antiquity there were groupings of master-builders whose aim was to safeguard and develop the building art and to pass it on to the next generations. In the Middle Ages these groupings of master-builders and architects joined together in craftsmen’s guilds which were named Freemasons in that they were exempt (free) from different social obligations and at the same time endowed with various privileges as well as with the patronage of the rulers and of the Church. Thus they attained a high social position and prestige. Their symbols included a pair of compasses, angle, spirit-level, triangle, tools commonly used by builders and architects. Among other things, they also handed down a collection of legends about monumental buildings. These were inspired by biblical events: starting from Noah’s ark up to the temple of Solomon.
Up to the period of the Reformation the members confessed Catholic faith; after the Reformation there were also believers of different Protestant denominations. It is necessary to realize that in the Middle Ages these building guilds were doctrinally harmless. 
A change takes place at the end of the 16th century when the masonic lodges begin to admit among their members aristocrats and burghers (middle class), who desired esotericism and pursued revelation of the mystery of the legend about the “Rosenkreuz” brotherhood which was fabricated by a German Lutheran pastor Johan Valentin Andreae (1586-1654). The centre of this fabricated legend was the narrative of the grave of the “Rosenkreuz” brotherhood founder which held the key to revelation of the mystery of the so-called “mysterious core” common to all religions, philosophies and world views. Many aristocrats and burghers lost sleep over the absurd theory of existence of the mysterious core uniting people of all religions. Throughout the 17th and partly the 18th centuries large multitudes unflaggingly searched for the mystery of the fanciful legend. Often they searched for it in the very midst of the masonic lodges which they joined en masse. These new members of lodges, called “accepted”, increased in number and the result was their wicked effort to embody the idea of the “mysterious core” in a concrete form. The first step was the foundation of a grand lodge in London on 24th June 1717. This date is considered the beginning of modern Freemasonry, which has nothing more to do with the building craft. In 1723 the constitutions of the new lodge were issued, their author being the Presbyterian pastor James Anderson (1685-1739). These gradually went ahead with the mystery of iniquity and with the decay of society. Since that time up till nowadays the organization of lodges, degrees and occult initiatory rites has undergone its development.
Today the lodges in individual states are organized into federations and in each state they are roofed over with a so-called grand lodge. These federations practise a system of degrees, e.g. in France they use two kinds of rite, a so-called “French rite” and an “old, accepted Scotch rite” with 33 degrees. This whole system is managed by several persons of higher degrees. Though the individual lodges appear to be autonomous, the higher degrees interfere in the activity of the lower ones and thus manage them. 
A typical element of the activity of lodges is secrecy; this principle is found in a certain form already in Anderson’s constitutions. In this way numerous ideological streams, manipulation and formation of the public opinion are being implanted in the society without realizing that it is the Freemasons’ doing. To implement their black intentions the lodges use a net of institutions and societies. The aim of these is to influence the particular spheres of society and to promote the idea of the Freemasons. The mentioned societies are either comprised exclusively of Freemasons and create the impression of secular organizations (often humanitarian or charity ones), or they are organizations comprised of secular members but their leadership is wholly or partly Masonic. Something like publicity organizations of the Freemasons are the “Rotary Club” and the “Lion Club” which try to appeal to prominent personalities in different spheres of society, business, politics, education, culture, religion, medicine etc. Their aim is very simple – ideologically and masonically to get control of societies and nations under the guise of false tolerance and humanism. They put man into the centre of attention, yet without whatever relation to God who created him in His own image. On the contrary the existence of God the Creator and of His unalterable law as the objective truth is denied or consciously rejected by them. They try to make the impression that they are concerned with the dignity of man, but in reality they deprive him of this dignity by promoting through politicians and through the mass media abortions, euthanasia, homosexuality, homosexual marriages, divorces, adultery and fornication as the contemporary and moral lifestyle. What is appalling is that they promote that all in an apparently nonviolent manner. They boast tolerance but have no tolerance towards those who fearlessly proclaim the validity of God’s law and strive to apply it in society. It is a known fact that they seek to oust from society such institutions that are founded on Christianity, e.g. Catholic schools, hospitals, charity organizations. Even if they do tolerate their activity, they try to infiltrate them by religious and moral relativism so as to paralyze whatever evangelical testimony.   (to be continued)
