SPIRIT OF ANTICHRIST (SAC) IN THE CHURCH (I. part)

Letter to Cardinals and Bishops 

of the Catholic Church

John the Apostle writes: “Now many antichrists have come… They went out from us, but they were not of us!” This is a warning: “That they might be made manifest, that they all are not of us” (of the mystical body of Christ), “those that are with us” (in the external Church structure) (1Jn 2:18-19).

The shaking and prophetic words of St. Bernard can be fully applied to the present days: “Nowadays there is a rotten contagion (spirit of antichrist) spreading throughout the body of the Church and the more widely, so the more desperately, the more deeply, so the more dangerously. For if there appeared a manifest heretic, he would be cast out and perish. But who is she now to cast out, who is she to shelter from?  For all are friends and yet all enemies. The servants of Christ they are, but they are serving antichrist.” 

Who was it that crucified Christ? It was the people who represented God on earth, namely the Church hierarchy and the theologians. The spirit of antichrist is the one that shelters itself behind the Divine authority and abuses it against God and the Church (even the New Age speaks of god and christ). 

Who was it in the past and who is it at present that opened and opens himself for the spirit of antichrist?

1) The chief priests (Mt 26:63-65) and the elders (Mt 26:59) – today it is some of the cardinals, some bishops and some priests.

2) The Sadducees (Mt 22:23) – today it is many doctors and professors of theology who beside the historic-critical theology have adopted the spirit of the world and the spirit of the New Age.

3) The scribes (Mt 23:1-36) – today it is those who are supplying their by now a dead relation to Jesus with external ceremoniousness; or it is legalists who by way of canonical codex, law are spiritually killing God’s life and its bearers.

4) The Pharisees (Mt 5:20) – today it is many religious brothers and sisters who in the beginning decided to radically follow Christ, but afterwards one can only say about them that they are whitewashed tombs (Mt 23:27-28).

It is especially these four groups that are under a strong influence of the spirit of antichrist. Supposing that these individuals, who hold the Church authority, did not get separated from the world, were not truly converted and do not follow the way which is Christ (Jn 14:6), then they have the spirit of antichrist! How can one recognize it further? So that they stand up against the true teaching of both the Gospel and the Tradition and are interfered by the preaching of living Christ and by the spirit of repentance. To distinguish between spirits there are the following conditions necessary:

1) You must have the Spirit of Christ yourself (Rom 8:9).

2) By way of a true prayer and life you must be rooted in Christ (Col 2:6-8).

Providing that these conditions are fulfilled, you can use these essential questions to discern spirits:

1) What kind of spirit is behind it? (behind a word, deed, situation…)

2) What aim is it pursuing?

3) What kind of methods is it using? (lie, half-truths, psychological manipulations…) 

Let us notice five spheres which are particularly influenced by spirit of antichrist (SAC): 1) SAC in pastoral service, 2) academical SAC, 3) SAC in relation to feminism, 4) SAC in Eastern spirituality, 5) religious SAC.

1) Spirit of antichrist in pastoral service.

In 2002 there were great floods in the Czech Republic (CR) which took milliard losses. In the periphery of the capital city there were billboards advertising homosexuality. Protestant preachers expressed themselves that the floods are the finger of God, a call to the nation for repentance! Yet in the utterance of Cardinal M. Vlk regarding this topic there was not a single word about repentance; on the contrary, he claimed that the floods and something like the finger of God or even the visitation of God have nothing in common. 

Before the Parliament passed the Act of homosexual marriage, the President of CR had vetoed it. He pleaded up for family as a healthy institution and as a fundament of society and nation. Nevertheless, there followed a propagation of homosexuality in the massmedia. At the close of one of the discussions a familiar priest manifested the attitude of Cardinal M. Vlk. He did not support the President who was defending the institution of family, but he demagogically instigated the enforcement of the homosexual law by pronouncing: “The worldwide trend of liberalization cannot be stopped. It makes no sense for Christians to fight against it.” Pronouncing this, he bound hands of the Catholics and disorientated the people. Thus there was a law enforced which is set against nature as well as against the Ten Commandments. 

How should Cardinal Vlk react from the position of his responsibility as the highest shepherd of the Catholic Church in CR in a situation when the law of God is being publicly vilified and removed? He should voice a true Christian attitude towards the sphere of homosexuality for example like this: “The sixth and the ninth commandments of the Decalogue prevent from abusing human sexuality and set boundaries which protect human dignity as well as human society against moral decay.

God and the whole Christian tradition uncompromisingly name homosexuality as an extremely heavy and a deadly sin which is against the human nature. For this sin, when it had spread through like pestilence, God chastened Sodom and Gomorrah with fire from heaven as a warning for future generations (Gen 18-19). The root of this sin is in the fact that man has fallen away from God to godlessness and idolatry and began to render a divine worship to demons by way of worshipping the animals (cf. Rom 1:24f).

Peter the Apostle writes: ‘Turning the cities of Sodom and Gomorrah into ashes, God condemned them to destruction, making them an example to those who afterward would live ungodly; and delivered righteous Lot, who was oppressed by the filthy conduct of the wicked (Gr. aselgeia)’ (2Pet 2:6-7). So by the Word of God people indulging themselves in homosexuality are called ‘wicked’. Behind this sin and bondage there is an unclean demon. Jesus was casting out unclean demons and brought deliverance and salvation! ‘Heal the sick, cast out demons’ (Mt 10:8). The Church is obliged to obey Him in this respect and therefore she is to preach the full Gospel and by the power of God to deliver the souls bound by homosexuality. Yet instead, we, the representatives of the Church, hypocritically assist in the legalization of this sin. Because we do not have the power of God for deliverance, we do not want anyone to have it since we do not have it, and so we do not allow the preaching of the Gospel in fullness. The main guilt is thus not falling upon homosexuals themselves but upon us, representatives of the Church, who are keeping in darkness not only them but even the Church and the nation! So I thereby dissociate myself from the statement of the priest T. H. in the massmedia and I bindingly declare that this is not the official standpoint of the Catholic Church. Even if it seems that the worldwide trend of liberalization cannot be stopped, I emphasize – the more we are obliged to stand up against this trend! 

Even if sin is gaining victory in the world, we are obliged to strive against it until death, in the first place in our own soul. Hundreds of thousands of martyrs sacrificed their lives for Christ and for the law of God. Even we are now obliged to stand up against this sin. Hidden behind it is the spirit of death which will soon even in another form claim its rule over your life by way of legalization of euthanasia, a so-called ‘sweet death’! However, not even here will this spirit of death stop, for as its main target it is pursuing your eternal death, your everlasting perdition. 

St. Paul writes: ‘Do not be deceived. Neither fornicators, nor idolaters, nor adulterers, nor homosexuals (Gr. arsenkolitai), nor sodomites, nor thieves… will inherit the kingdom of God’(1Cor 6:9f). 

And likewise do not be deceived, we will not be judged by laws that we pass ourselves but by the unalterable law of God. What is in store for each of us is death, judgement and then either eternal life or eternal perdition! And this is the most relevant and the most topical concern for us!”

With such clear words based on God’s Word should be the public utterance of the highest shepherd of the Catholic Church in CR. Regrettably, this prominent representative of the Focolare movement and liberalism helped enforce a pervert law and that to the detriment of the Church and the nation!

What is it that the spirit of pharisaism, the spirit of antichrist manifesting itself in the conduct of Cardinal M. Vlk consists in?

God gives a situation (the floods 2002) that literally disposes people for repentance and for a genuine adoption of God’s word which in consequence leads them to salvation. Yet he chokes this unique opportunity for a conversion by using religious phrase and by his authority he throws away the grace of God offered for an individual as well as for the whole people. The propagation of homosexuality on billboards is approved by his silence though as a shepherd he is bound to give due response (year 2002). 

In 2004 he throws out a priest from the youth centre in Prague (Kunratice) due to his public statement against homosexuality.

In 2006, when there is a legalization of homosexual marriage in process of decision-taking, at the crucial moment he indirectly affects this decision in that by his silence he confirms the public statement of his priest! This is one of the effective forms how the spirit of antichrist is latently working. He does not believe in the Gospel and is convinced that God and His laws have to be understood in a completely different way than they are understood by a so-called antiquated tradition. His view of salvation of man is practically identical with the teaching of the New Age. Covertly, by help of his Church authority he is trying to bring this heretic ideology of his, which unfortunately is not endorsed only by him alone into the Church.

2) Academical antichristian spirit. 

As an example how SAC is working on academic ground serves “Special review of the book ‘Four Words from Ukraine’” (www.community.org.ua) by C. V. Pospíšil OSF, professor of  dogmatic theology at CTF CU (Catholic Theological Faculty of Charles’ University) in Prague (T.T. 5/2005, pg. 213-214 and KT).

 The book “Four Words from Ukraine” is a response to actual problems in the Church and in the world at present. However, in the case of liberal prof. V. Pospíšil installed by Cardinal M. Vlk one cannot speak of a special review of this book but of a psychological manipulation and demagogic conclusions. In the so-called review he used about 20 disgraceful titles on the authors, such as: fundamentalists, fideists, paladins of orthodoxy… All throughout the article there is not a single solid argumentation. On the contrary, it is an example of a mean fight against the true faith and sound principles of Christianity and a display of incapability of a solid dialogue. Unfortunately, the response to his “special review” was never published by the CW editors, they hypocritically replied that they had no specialist to review the text.

What does academic SAC consist in? Prof. V. Pospíšil himself is not seeking biblical solutions to the most topical issues of the Church and the world. However, when in the book mentioned these solutions are presented, he ridicules them and psychologically liquidates them without using one solid argument and without endeavouring at least a bit after a matter-of-fact view of the substance of an issue. 

The aim of this manipulation is to intimidate the readers that they should not read such literature. However, in case someone would still read this book, then under the influence of these pharisaic commentaries he would not be able to perceive the substance any longer. 

On the academic ground the antichristian spirit displays itself in such way that a professor who opened himself to this spirit is demanding total obedience of the students: “I was appointed by the bishop, the bishop by the Pope and the Pope is representing Christ. So by obeying me you are obeying God.” However, at the same time this professor appeals to an academic freedom of thinking and under the pretext of solving the problems he violates all fundamental truths of the faith, thus doing away with the rests of the saving faith which the students have.

3) Spirit  of antichrist in relation to feminism.

On 19th  April 2006, liberal professors in Olomouc (CR), who publicly speak here on ordination of women priests, elected a woman to the post of the dean of the Theological Faculty as a preparation for this aim.

In case the ordination of women was enforced, the celibate falls in general.

In the book “One the Faith Nowadays” the Holy Father Benedict XVI. writes: “In the ancient world all religions also had their priestesses (these but were sacral prostitutes). The only religion which never had priestesses was the Judaic religion, and Christianity took over this Biblical tradition.”
If priestesses are married, the Biblical concept of virginity (celibate), that is of serving God with an undivided heart, disappears! And if they are not married, then in practice it will nowadays turn out even worse than with pagan prostitutes!

The essence of the whole problem consists in the fact that there is now an extremely severe crisis of faith and thereby also a crisis of the priestly vocation. This problem must be solved in accordance with the norms of God through conversion and repentance. The pharisaic attitude lies in one’s fleeing from a solid settlement of the problem and choosing for its settlement such means – here concretely feminism and ordination of women – which do not solve it, but on the contrary, they deepen it and at the same time introduce a far deeper decay.   

Concerning the issue of feminism, the present Holy Father says: “I am really convinced that what feminism in its radical form is aiming at, is no longer the Christianity as we know it, yet some other religion.” (New Age?)

Fully responsible for this feminization and other destructive trends at the Theological Faculty in Olomouc and thereby also for the loss of the Catholic spirit and tradition is the focolarine Archbishop J. Graubner. 

4) Spirit of antichrist masking itself behind the Eastern spirituality

For 10 years Cardinal L. Husar has been the head of our Ukrainian Greek-Catholic Church (UGCC). The hypocrisy consists in the fact that he is using the good name of our martyrish Church; however, at the same time he is systematically and covertly bringing in New Age spirit through Western liberalism, which he is disguising by an external form of ceremoniousness of the Orthodox Church. A number of genuine believers state with pain: “Achieving such internal liquidation of our Catholic Church within 10 years of his rule was managed not even by the Communists within 40 years.” Why did this happen? Because the State Secretary of Vatican Cardinal A. Sodano was well aware what a renewal can be mediated to the whole Catholic Church by a spiritual awakening of the martyrish Church coming out of catacombs. That is why he was trying to quench the fire of this awakening from the very beginning. He was likewise well aware what kind of spirit will Bishop L. Husar with his 17 years of suspension bring in when in defiance of the canon law and in spite of the protest of three metropolitans he will force him upon the post of the head of our Church. He knew that the Catholic believers will open themselves to him with a childly confidence. And it will by no means even occur to them that their shepherd could be their spiritual murderer. Under his leadership they are in fact losing the saving faith and the young generation instead of opening itself to living Christ, whom he does not permit to preach, is opening itself to the spirit of the New Age and to schism and thereby to practical apostasy and loss of eternal life. Unless the Holy Father radically intervenes against this liquidation system installed, then the spirit of antichrist will prepare an early funeral for our Church!

5) Religious spirit of antichrist

Religious orders, though having different founders, by opening themselves to the spirit of the world, they simultaneously opened to the uniform globalizing spirit of antichrist. These “hold the form of religion but deny the power of it” (2Tim 3:5).

Who joins such a monastery is wrongly supposing to find here conditions and guidance for the following of Christ. Instead, one is drawn into a system which afterwards will deprive him/her of spiritual life, force him/her to adopt an antichristian spirit, and one thus becomes an internal enemy of the mysterious body of Christ. This is a deceit on God, on oneself as well as on other people.

In the religious orders which fully opened themselves to the spirit of the world the vows of poverty, purity and obedience are a pattern of pharisaism and a heaven-reaching mockery of the religious life.

If in monastery one is watching current TV programmes, it is a mockery of the vow of purity. One layman said: “I will either be receiving Holy Communion, or watching TV; one excludes the other.” What about a religious then? 

How is obedience abused?

Obedience is a pure love for Jesus. The purpose of obedience is that the Spirit of God is to incarnate Jesus in us. Jesus wants to live in us. Self-denial, of which obedience is the means, is putting off the old self so that we could receive Christ.

On this way God gives me a norm and that is the Decalogue. However, I cannot fulfil it just outwardly – here is a danger of scribery and pharisaism. Jesus gives me a new commandment which clarifies the spirit of the Decalogue (see Sermon on the Mount Mt 5-7, e.g. 5th, 6th  Commandment). First I have to obey the Decalogue, have the Spirit of Christ. Then obeying a person, who though is weak and imperfect but is following the way which is Christ, is not hard.

But the superior must be a model of following Jesus. In monasteries with the spirit of the world the superior is a complete reverse – here the foundation, living Christ that is incarnated into us by the Holy Spirit, was forsaken. In such monasteries there is a spirit of the world, spirit of antichrist which is represented by the superior. Through obedience he or she is leading the religious to get to a total slavery of the old self (Rom 6:6). He or she does not allow anyone to follow Jesus. However, the orders of such superior are in defiance of the spirit of the Decalogue and the Spirit of Christ and liquidate one’s relation to Jesus.

A superior with the Spirit of Christ does not demand obedience, but he himself is, as St. Basil says, a rule of the spiritual life and can say like St. Paul – do it like me – “Imitate me as I imitate Christ.” (1Cor 11:1)

Holy Father, the former Cardinal J. Ratzinger, gives an example of religious sisters from Quebec where in consequence of their opening for the spirit of the world a mass fall-away took place. Between 1961 and 1981 the number of religious sisters dropped from 46 933 to 26 294. New religious vocations at that time receded by 98,5%, the remaining 1,5% was older persons only, so-called late vocations.

In Ukraine, two years after the Communism fell and the Church got out of catacombs, the General Superior from USA required of religious sisters to open to the spirit of the world and renounce their living monastic tradition and sound religious practices (worship of the Most Sacred Heart of Jesus, the Way of the Cross, Holy Rosary). That was also connected with a change of their religious dress). When these religious sisters rejected it, the General Superior together with the Apostolic Nuncio A. Franko and the Chancellor Fr. I. Datsko launched a campaign in the press pronouncing the sisters suspended, prohibiting from confessing them etc. 

The result of this descructive americanism in Ukraine, which disguises itself behind the so-called Eastern spirituality, is the liquidation of a true religious spirit and life, and this decay is very quickly bringing its pernicious work to an end. 

There are two antipodes: prophetical spirit and pharisaic spirit. One brings in the Spirit of God and the other kills it! Since there is no prophetical authority working in the Church, there was noone to defend these sisters and neither was there any place where they could appeal. The places where the poor sisters appealed (Congregation for the Oriental Churches, State Secretariate of Vatican) were held by the same antichristian spirit of death as the one which was liquidating them! The former General Superior who had been an implement of liquidation was appointed by Card. L. Husar into a position of the highest authority over all religious brothers and sisters.  Two of her spiritual disciples have already been consecrated bishops by Cardinal L. Husar. Through “holy obedience” the spirit of antichrist is breaking the character, dulling the consciousness and turning religious persons into an implement of the liquidation of our Church.

Conclusion:

A warning by the apostle: “Now many antichrists have come” and a calling by St. Bernard:

 “The servants of Christ they are but they are serving antichrist”, are extremely alarming nowadays.

Let us put some questions:  Who is responsible for this collapse in the Church?

What are the most necessary measures to be taken in order to halt the catastrophe?

(followed by II. part)
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