An open letter to the bishops of Europe

Dear brothers in the episcopal ministry,

we, the bishops of the orthodox Catholic Synod of the Ukrainian Greek-Catholic Church, are turning to You. We have at heart the following problems, which personally concern You, the bishops of the European Union. 

1) Moral responsibility for the catastrophic state of the Church in the EU

2) Historic-critical theology and regard for other religions

3) The question of hastened canonization of Pope John Paul II

4) The question of occultism

5) The question of Freemasons

6) The question of homosexuality

7) The question of the so-called Lisbon Treaty

8) Formation of prayer groups and continual prayer until the referendum in Ireland

9) Renouncement of heresy and confession of the true Catholic faith

10) Reevangelization and formation of the new generation of priests

ad 1) Moral responsibility for the catastrophic state of the Church in the EU

The life of faith and the Gospel have been substituted by theories and heresies and therefore Christianity in Europe is heading for self-destruction and extinction. The Lisbon Treaty now only completes this holocaust of Christian Europe. Consequently, the fruit of apostasy from Christ is moral decay (abortions, homosexual marriages, euthanasia).

Europe, with 16 million Muslim immigrants, is gradually turning into a Muslim territory. According to statistics, the birth rate of native Europeans is 1.2 – 1.3% whereas the birth rate of Muslim immigrants is 8.9%. Naturally, these immigrants are now building their shrines everywhere and their ultimate aim is to establish the sharia law. In France 40% of the young generation under 40 is already Muslim. In the Netherlands Muslims will within 15 years constitute the majority, while the Catholic Church has in the recent years had 1200 of its churches closed. Some of these churches will obviously be put at the disposal of Muslims. In England Muslim laws are already gaining ground. 

Nevertheless, the Bishops’ Conferences in individual European countries are not dealing with the most important issue – the internal revival of the Church through repentance and conversion. Unless and until they start to deal with it, both internal and external apostasy from Christ and from the Church will continue. In Poland the number of students in seminaries has decreased by 36%. Many priests are undergoing a crisis of their identity; many see a false way out in the abolition of the celibacy. Likewise many religious are leaving the monasteries, and those who remain are either those who have already received the spirit of the world or those who are still faithful to Christ but so much exhausted that they are unable to perform the necessary reform. WHERE IS THE MAIN ROOT OF THE CRISIS AND WHAT DOES REPENTANCE CONSIST IN? THE DEEPEST ROOT OF THE CRISIS IS VIOLATION OF THE MOST ESSENTIAL TRUTHS OF THE FAITH, IN PARTICULAR THROUGH THE SO-CALLED HISTORIC-CRITICAL METHOD – THEOLOGY (HCT) AND THROUGH THE MISINTERPRETATION OF THE NOSTRA AETATE DECLARATION CONCERNING THE REGARD FOR PAGANISM. Repentance consists in renouncing the spirit of unbelief which is connected with the HCT as well as in renouncing the false regard for pagan religions which puts them on an equal footing with Christianity. Dear Church fathers, it is You who must start with repentance, in particular by confessing the true faith and by renouncing heresies. Do so by 14th September 2009 at the latest. 

ad 2) Historic-critical theology and regard for other religions

Our Synod constantly points out two poisoned roots: HCT and regard for paganism. These lead the whole Church to gradual destruction. Behind the HCT is the spirit of atheism which denies Christ’s Divinity, Christ’s real resurrection, all miracles as well as the divine inspiration of the Scripture. 

Regard for paganism is tied up with admiration and adoption of pagan practices (zen meditations in the Benedictine monasteries, transcendental meditations practised by the Jesuits, opening up to modern psychologies behind which is the spirit of Hinduism, Buddhism or atheism, etc.). However, we as shepherds, responsible for the salvation of the immortal souls, are duty bound to discern the spiritual background and also to bear fruit worthy of repentance. Every bishop will answer before God, before the Church and one day before the judgement seat of God in the first place for the purity of faith, for the divine life in the souls and for the moral commandments of the Decalogue and Gospel connected with it. 

Each of You individually is obliged to prohibit the HCT in the seminaries and instead of nourishing false regard for other religions to train up missionaries who will preach Christ in power to the souls which are under the sway of these religions. For Buddhists, Hindus, Muslims... are already carrying out an antimission in Europe on a large scale. It is a crime to have so-called regard for their erroneous teachings and not to preach to them Christ, in whom only is salvation!
ad 3) The question of hastened canonization of Pope John Paul II
We have to highlight the fact that this Pope showed great devotion to the Blessed Virgin, made numbers of pastoral visits throughout the world, promoted sound human values, opposed contraception and abortions. However, this all was not sufficient. Within a quarter of the century under the papacy of John Paul II the Church, unfortunately, suffered mass apostasy. An uncritical meeting with the Dalai Lama as well as the peace prayers in Assisi without a clear-cut commentary caused a doctrinal confusion. The interpretation of his gesture in Assisi now is that Christianity and paganism are equal ways of salvation. This is a heresy which denies the sense of Christ’s sacrifice for sins. Every Catholic bishop ought to do penance for the offending gesture in Assisi. It is irresponsible instead of penance for John Paul II to try to advance his canonization, appealing to the public opinion. But according to this public opinion we could canonize the Dalai Lama alive, for he considers himself a reincarnated (anti)god, and in the previous years, e.g. in Germany, he won the Man of the Year opinion poll. 

ad 4) The question of occultism
Priests and bishops do not discern the sins against the First Commandment and therefore they are not able, either, to provide in their pastoral letters true information on this hidden danger. If one is truly converted, repents truly and receives the fullness of the Holy Spirit like the Apostles and the early Church, one’s eyes are opened and one can see how the souls are being poisoned by modern idolatry tied up with various forms of magic, divination and spiritism. Such person then also has a clear attitude towards the so-called regard for other religions. What repentance means for every bishop or priest today is that instead of false regard he will be aware of his duty to preach Christ in the power of the Holy Spirit. However, we shall not win this power through pharisaical academism or through a so-called scholarly view of the Bible. We shall win this power if we are going to lose our soul time and again for the sake of Christ and the Gospel (cf. Mk 8:35). Then He will give us light and strength. 

From the whole range of occultism we now mention and highlight only two of its forms: so-called alternative medicine and homoeopathy. Priests, bishops and religious swallow homoeopathy like sweets, unaware that THIS IS A BIG DECEIT OF MEDICINE AND, MOREOVER, AN OPENING UP TO PRACTICES OF DIVINATION AND MAGIC. THIS IS THE SPHERE IN WHICH THE CHURCH MUST REPENT. The bishops must first give a concrete word of prophecy to their faithful and then also set an example to them by renouncing whatever contact with the practices of divination and magic and with the spirituality tied up with them. 

ad 5) The question of Freemasons
This half-secret organization is bent on domination especially on Christian territories. It does not support moral and spiritual values, but quite the contrary. To the question whether Freemasons have an influence on the EU there is a clear answer – they do, and even a decisive one. Do Freemasons fight against abortions, homosexuality, euthanasia? No, quite the contrary, they support this all. Do Freemasons have an influence on the Church? They do. Were or are any prelates members or close collaborators of this organization? Yes. We are not going to describe statistics here. Maybe a few examples only: The first steps of Bishop George Lucas led to the Masonic shrine in Springfield, Illinois (14th December 1999). The former State Secretary of Vatican Card. A. Casaroli was in a very close contact with this organization. Many of his decisions were fully in the spirit of this organization... Does this organization have a spiritual background? It does; there are about 30 DIFFERENT INITIATION RITES ON THE BASIS OF ESOTERICISM AND KABALA. So there is not the Christian God there, but some kind of antigod. Can a Christian be a member of the Masonic association? Until 1982 it was expressly forbidden by the canon code. If this was the case, the canon imposed a latae sententiae penalty for a betrayal of faith. Our Synod demanded of the Holy Father that these canonical penalties should be restored. A Christian who is a member of a lodge is a practical apostate. The only member to be justified before God is the one who has a special mission to internally disrupt this organization. Otherwise, no Christian can be a member of this organization because this organization is in essence antichristian and its member is under the sway of the spirit of darkness (cf. Leo XIII, Humanum genus).
ad 6) The question of homosexuality

The EU is step by step enforcing laws concerning homosexual marriages. The Pope has said a definite NO several times. Before enactment of such law in Spain, the Spanish bishops supported a half-million-strong demonstration against it. It is necessary to point clearly to this infection which morally and spiritually disintegrates the individual and society. Unfortunately, other prelates approve of homosexuality (Card. M. Vlk, Card. L. Husar, Archbp. R. Zollitsch...) The Church does not have power to preach sound moral principles because without deep repentance whatever moral demands seem to be just a heavy burden. One then has no choice but to moralize or to be “compassionately silent”. Both these attitudes are wrong. Unless conversion, repentance and following of Christ is preached in fullness, the process of demoralization of the world and self-destruction of the Church will continue. Only through conversion and repentance will the Church become again the leaven, salt and light of the world. 
ad 7) The question of the Lisbon Treaty

A. Merkel, the Chancellor of Germany, has recently appealed to the Pope to deal with the question of the Holocaust as she sees it as the most topical issue. We respond to it: Yes, it is necessary that the Pope should deal with the holocaust, but with the spiritual one, which is the so-called Lisbon Treaty promoted by Mrs Merkel. This Treaty leads to the accomplishment of the holocaust of living Christianity in Europe. The Treaty does not permit any mention of Christianity or its values, but enacts antichristian and immoral laws of homosexual marriages, abortions and euthanasia. President of the Czech Republic V. Klaus said: “The Lisbon Treaty is dead because Ireland rejected it in the referendum.” However, Merkel and her co-workers lawlessly pushed through a new referendum in Ireland. If there is to be a new referendum held in Ireland, then it should also be held in all states of Europe for they, the same as Ireland, pronounced on the Treaty just once. It should be demanded of them too that they express themselves once more by means of civic referendum. Here hypocritical distortion and manipulation came to light on the part of the German Chancellor who claims that the Pope has to deal with the question of the Holocaust. The solution on our part is repentance and prayer, which first of all concerns us – all bishops and God-consecrated persons because this is the only way how to rightly solve the future of Europe. 
ad 8) Formation of prayer groups and continual prayer until the referendum in Ireland

The fall of Communism in the Czech Republic (CR) was preceded by a year of continual prayer (1988-89). The participants of these prayers were priests, religious and mainly the common faithful. CR was the first country in Europe where Communism fell. Our Bishops’ Synod has called upon the Irish episcopacy and all Irish people to start continual prayer which would last from the Pentecost (31st May 2009) until the referendum in Ireland (October 2009). At the same time we have called upon other Christians of Europe to join this prayer initiative and thus to support Ireland. We hereby ask You too, dear Excellencies, to support this initiative. In fact, this is a crucial moment in the history of – perhaps still Christian – Europe. As for organization of the continual prayer, it is necessary to set up so-called prayer-guards – 24 people occupy 24 hours of the day. Each state of the EU belongs to one of the three groups which have their prayer service during the month divided into the following days: from 1st to 10th, from 11th to 20th and from 21st to 30th (31st) day of the month. (The bishops of Ireland were presented one more special proposal for continual prayer-guards on their territory.) 
Division of the EU states: From 1st to 10th – Christians from Portugal, Spain, France, Italy, Belgium, the Netherlands, Luxembourg, Ireland and Great Britain. From 11th to 20th – Christians from Germany, Denmark, Sweden, Finland, Estonia, Latvia, Lithuania, Poland and the Czech Republic. From 21st to 30th(31st) – Christians from Austria, Slovakia, Hungary, Slovenia, Romania, Bulgaria, Greece, Cyprus and Malta. 
It is recommended that all who take part in the prayer initiative should pray daily the so-called holy hour – from 2000 to 2100 – and that at 2100 priests and bishops should send a blessing to the prayer groups in their diocese or parish to the four cardinal points. It is likewise recommended to keep fast on bread and water on Wednesdays and Fridays. (In the Pastoral letter to all Christians of Europe of 13th June 2009 /www.community.org.ua/ are contained more detailed information about the continual prayer.) God is almighty. The miracles that He was working in the past He is working even today; it is only necessary that we have the same great faith. We do have this experience. Jesus really is the same yesterday and today and forever. Make, too, a step of faith: Call upon the believers of Your diocese to take part in this prayer initiative. God will be glorified through Your faith. 
ad 9) Renouncement of heresies and confession of the true Catholic faith

Dear brother bishops, because of the HCT, because of the false regard for pagan religions and mainly because of the fact that the Gospel is not preached in fullness, the Church is now witnessing a great crisis of faith. Its fruit is the statement of Archbishop R. Zollitsch, President of the German Bishops’ Conference: “Christ did not die for our sins, but out of solidarity with the suffering.” (18th April 2009) This is a heresy maxima, a total denial of the essence of whole Christianity. For this heresy the bishop concerned has incurred a latae sententiae penalty of excommunication. However, he is not the only one who has this spirit of apostasy. There are many who have hitherto been disguising this heretical spirit. Therefore it is necessary that every bishop from the European Union should publicly confess the true faith, renounce heresies and send this declaration of his in writing to the Holy Father by 14th September 2009 at the latest (the feast of the Exaltation of the Holy Cross). The bishop who will not do so will thus make it manifest that he is in unity with Archbishop R. Zollitsch and thus with the spirit of heresy and automatically falls under God’s anathema. What are the consequences? AS From 14th September 2009 the believers must no longer obey such bishop, otherwise they partake of his apostasy. 
ad 10) Reevangelization and formation of the new generation of priests
The most actual demand of this time is the reform of the Church. This statement of the Holy Father has been continually pointed out by our Bishops’ Synod this year as to the Holy Father himself, so to You, dear brothers in the episcopal ministry. 

God’s reform has its foundation in conversion and repentance, which is substantially tied up with mission, re-evangelization and renewal of the Church. This renewal must also affect the new priestly generation. We propose a model according to which a student of theology must first go through such spiritual retreat which will lead him to personal conversion and full reception of the Holy Spirit. He should likewise receive Jesus’ testament – Jesus’ mother into himself (eis ta idia) as it was done by the apostle standing by the cross. This student – disciple – should then perform a concrete mission throughout the year and catechization under the guidance of experienced tutors in the next year. The student should devote his free time above all to prayer, to the sharing of experience and to the preparation for mission or catechization. This would be followed by the a study of the most fundamental truths of faith and of their actualization in the life of a converted Christian in the light of the following of Christ. Practical discipleship and development of a habit of inner prayer must replace the spirit of pharisaism, academism and liberalism. Only the Spirit of God makes Christ’s disciples into witnesses and martyrs and not into apostates or heretics. The pattern of proper formation is the Apostles along with Jesus and St. Paul, whose jubilee year is drawing to a close these days. 

Conclusion

Dear Excellencies, these days a battle deciding the future of Europe is going on in the political sphere. However, what decides this battle is the spiritual sphere. You now bear responsibility as to what this future will be like. What of will You soon render accounts before God? What does God want You concretely as bishop to do?
1) To confess the true faith and to renounce heresies.

2) To appeal to the believers for continual prayer for the referendum in Ireland which will have an impact upon all the Europe.

Through repentance and through these two steps of faith God wants to work a great miracle. Do not doubt, “with God nothing shall be impossible”. (Lk 1:37)

In Christ,
bishops of the standing orthodox Catholic Synod of the UGCC

+ Eliáš OSBM

+ Samuel OSBM

+ Markian OSBM

+ Metoděj OSBM
Pidhirtsi, 7th June 2009

On the Day of Pentecost (The Eastern Church)

Copies to: 

· The Holy Father Benedict XVI

· Presidents of the EU and eurodeputies
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