Heresies about hell

“We have a cruel and unjust notion of God. It is not so simple to think that a person who committed a serious fault and even a very serious fault has to suffer for ever.” (quotation from the book “Discussions with His Beatitude Lubomyr Husar – On Postconfessional Christianity)
Card. Husar denies the eternity of hell, and that is a heresy.

St. Basil the Great says to this: “In the God-inspired Scripture one can find many statements about eternal torment in hell. It is a demonic deceit that many people forget about so frequent and clear words and statements of the Lord and invent a kind of end of the punishments so that they may have more courage to sin. ... For if the punishment should end, then unconditionally the heavenly life should end as well. ...for as the former so the latter is preceded by the word: ‘eternal’ – ‘and these will go away’, says the Lord – ‘into eternal punishment, but the righteous into eternal life’ (Mt 25:46).” (St. Basil the Great, Short Rules, 267)
Card. L. Husar claims: “Noone will go to hell for ever.”
Response: This citation is in compliance neither with the Holy Scripture nor with the teaching of the Fathers of the Church nor with the teaching of the Church but it is a practical heresy. Jesus says: “Broad is the way that leads to destruction, and there are many who go in by it.” (cf. Mt 7:13) Card. Husar claims: “God’s grace works in such manner that noone will go to hell for ever.”
The heresy about hell gives rise to other heresies: if eternal hell does not exist, one does not need the Divine Saviour either. The next consequence: Jesus would then be merely a common man, a son of Joseph (even these heresies are preached by Card. L. Husar in his book).

The reader who has already opened himself for doubts raises another question: “Is it necessary at all to become converted and to repent if there is no eternal condemnation and if sin is not such a serious thing that it would deserve eternal punishment?” This reasoning is unbiblical and leads to the false theory of reincarnation. This theory likewise is promoted by Card. L. Husar. However, reincarnation denies all fundamental truths of Christianity:

· it does not believe in personal God

· it does not believe in Christ and His salvific death on the cross

· it does not believe in the immortality of the soul

· it does not believe in eternal life in heaven nor in eternal suffering in hell

· it takes account neither of sin nor of the remission of sins in Christ

If hell is not eternal, why then should one waste time and warn the sinners? Let us leave them alone... But hell really exists and everyone is in imminent danger of getting there, and that is why we cannot treat ourselves to rest. Let us follow the example of our Saviour – He saw that we were in danger of falling into the abyss, so He descended from heaven to save us from it. If we do believe in eternal condemnation, it would be madness if we let things slide. Many Christians practically do not believe in hell and that is why they do nothing either for their own salvation or for the salvation of those who are going there.
One need not do anything to be condemned... One is a sinner from one’s birth, condemned by God’s law, and to go to hell it is sufficient if one remains as one is. It is not necessary for one to be a murderer or a thief.

God is love! This love is manifested in God’s desire for the salvation of all people. In His love He gave us His only Son so that we should not perish. However, as for our part, we have to believe in Christ and receive Him as our personal Saviour, for otherwise we will remain under the judgement of condemnation. In such case man goes to eternal condemnation not because of his sins but because he rejected the remission of sins, i.e. because of his unbelief (cf. Mk 16:16). And, in fact, to escape eternal condemnation is so easy with the help of God. Salvation is in Christ! “He who has the Son has life; he who does not have the Son of God does not have life.” (cf. 1Jn 5:10-12)

So casting doubt upon eternal condemnation results in one’s rejection of repentance and salvation. The consequence is remaining in unbelief and impenitence, and this is the way to hell. The new teaching and different gospel of Card. L. Husar leads all who accepted his heresies in obedience to eternal condemnation!
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