The editors of Katolícke noviny 
(transl.: The Catholic News)
Bratislava, Slovak Republic

The Catholic News (CN) before court

Dear editors of The CN,

we have received some notice from Slovakia that in Your news there was mendacious information purposefully printed which gravely damages our reputation. To the whole Catholic public of Slovakia You officially brought false news that we had been excluded from the Catholic Church.
You state that Card. L. Husar imposed on us a major excommunication. We ask: According to what official decree did this alleged exclusion from the Catholic Church happen? Such decree does not exist! The statement of Card. L. Husar is confused and, above all, incompetent. Our consecration took place in extraordinary conditions; this whole matter we transmitted into the hands of the Holy Father and to him we clarified all the circumstances. The Holy Father, the only person who could excommunicate us, has not done so! As regards the so-called excommunication which Mrs. I. Sargánková, the press spokeswoman of the Czech Bishops’ Conference, refers to – no real excommunication exists! The alleged excommunication is a deceit to mislead the Catholic public. Our friends from Slovakia asked us to invest them with full powers to bring an action against Your CN editorial staff with the civil court. They informed us that in accordance with the Slovak law Your criminal offence falls under the penalty of 5 million Slovak crowns. 

Therefore now we publicly demand hereby that within the justice You recompense for Your misinformation by fully printing our letter addressed to the Holy Father Benedict XVI, wherein we clarify to him the whole issue. Unless You are willing to give this adequate compensation, we shall be forced to proceed to some other form, in order that justice and truth may be satisfied. 
Your public declaration before the Catholic public in Slovakia is a testimony what spirit The Catholic News has and whom it serves. The CN has a spirit that chokes all the living and divine and serves not the truth but the lie!
Concerning the quotation of can. 1459 §1 CCEO in the letter of L. Husar, it is a mere proposal and by no means an automatic excommunication, a so-called punishment latae sententiae. According to the CCEO, in the Eastern Church every punishment has to be preceded by a proper trial. And next: According to the CCEO, bishops, i.e. we too, may be judged exclusively by the Pope and in no way by Card. L. Husar or by Mrs. Sargánková from the Focolare movement who as the spokeswoman of the Czech Bishops’ Conference thus brings great shame upon the bishops. They have thus found themselves in such situation that next time nobody will believe them any more. 

Conclusion

Hereby we have publicly challenged You to give adequate satisfaction for Your misorientation which substantially damaged not only our reputation but also the Church and did harm to the believers. Our condition is the printing of the full reading of our letter to the Holy Father dated 3rd March 2008 in Your Catholic News. The letter is available on our web-page and we also sent it to all Slovak bishops. 
In Christ,

the bishops of UGCC

+ Eliáš Dohnal OSBM

+ Metoděj Špiřík OSBM

+ Markian Hitiuk OSBM

+ Samuel Oberhauser 

Pidhirtsi, 10th April 2008

Copies to: 

· Card. T. Bertone, State Secretary of Vatican 

· The Conference of the Bishops of Slovakia

· The Czech Bishops’ Conference 

Address: Monastery OSBM, 80660 Pidhirtsi, Brody district, Lvov region, Ukraine

www.community.org.ua

