The Congregation for the Oriental Churches
Prefect Card. L. Sandri

An attempt on the papacy

Your Eminence,

we turn to You in a very serious situation. You, as Prefect of the Congregation for the Oriental Churches, act in the name of the Pope; notwithstanding the fact that You are under an anathema, Your decrees are so far being taken as if the resolution of the Pope himself. 

In relation to our UGCC the Congregation for the Oriental Churches accumulates the power of other Congregations as well and You, in relation to us, are, we can say, a Pope – but in fact, we should say, an antipope!
There were periods in the history of the Church when there were one or two antipopes. However, not even these antipopes dared to expressly defend or even represent heresies which would be set against the foundations of Christ’s teaching.

Your Eminence, instead of promoting the renewal of the substance of our faith and papacy You are doing quite the reverse. Here it holds true that: “A tree is known by its fruit.” You consciously allowed episcopal consecration of a homosexual; You were warned several times not to consecrate a heretic. You were warned of manifest heresies of Card. L. Husar proclaimed by him above all in his book “Discussions with His Beatitude L. Husar: On Postconfessional Christianity”. Instead of dealing with this whole matter as a competent and responsible person, You rather covered up his heresies. Therefore You have automatically fallen under the punishment of an anathema according to Gal 1:8-9, which refers to apostates from the Church. The fact that You continue in Your office is a different matter. Before God You are excommunicated, and supposing You should die today and not repent of betrayal of Christ and of the Church, You would be eternally condemned. This we speak to You on the basis of the apostles’ teaching, on the basis of the whole Church tradition as well as on the basis of God’s Word.
The height of Your arrogance and malice was Your gesture directed against the very nature of papacy. What was the matter? 

You chose a covert attack, we can say, an attempt on the papacy as such. The fact of the matter is that You allowed Card. Husar and members of the heretical Synod united with him to consecrate a new bishop on 7th April 2009. In about two weeks’ time You allowed publication of the name of another candidate nominated by this heretical Synod!
You, who were obliged to treat the whole matter responsibly, made it manifest during Your visit to Ukraine last year that You are in unity with Card. L. Husar and thus with his heresies too.

The matter must be treated responsibly. Either Husar and his Synod are heretics or they are not. You have resorted to cunning acts. You have muddied the waters and inconspicuously shuffled off the load of responsibility onto the Holy Father. You have thus defiled both him and his holy office and put them in unity with the heresies proclaimed by L. Husar and backed by You. This is a glaring crime! You have put the Pope into a situation to which all will give a plain commentary: the Pope overtly approves of heresies! The tacit argument is the fact that he allows heretics to consecrate other heretical bishops in his name. This is then presented as a model to the whole Church. But this is a real crime – an attempt on the papacy!!!
On 4th May 2009 the new apostate bishop visited ad limina Your Congregation and the Pope. The Catholic massmedia present that all as if the Pope approved of consecrations by heretics.

You have craftily attacked the very nature of papacy, making a spiritual attempt on this institution, that means, liquidating it. Why does the Pope not intervene radically and punish You publicly? The reason is that he knows that behind You is a whole system, hidden power, while he is isolated and practically powerless. To be able to offer resistance to You and to the covert antipapal system which is behind You, he would need extraordinary heroism connected with the readiness of a martyr. Certainly, these days God has already put him in this situation. He needs prayers and sacrifices of the remaining faithful of the true Catholic Church. Unfortunately even these faithful are not fully aware of the historic situation the Pope has found himself in! By Your public gesture of promotion of episcopal consecrations by an overt heretic You are pushing the Pope these days into the position of a traitor of Christ and His Mystical Body, the Church. You act perfidiously and treacherously. You shelter Yourself behind his authority and thus gradually liquidate both him and the whole institution of papacy and deal fatal blows to the Church. Therefore we urge You that You withdraw the newly nominated candidate and that no new bishop be consecrated and no new bishopric be established until the situation within the UGCC is globally solved. The responsibility for this next crime, which You are planning, will then fall on You.
At the same time we call You, as an apostate, to publicly renounce the heresies of and unity with Card. L. Husar and to resign Your office!

In Christ,
bishops of the orthodox Catholic Synod of the UGCC

+ Eliáš OSBM
+ Metoděj OSBM
+ Markian OSBM
+ Samuel OSBM

Pidhirtsi, 6th May 2009

Copies to:

· The Holy Father Benedict XVI

· Cardinals and Bishops of the Catholic Church 

· Patriarchs and Bishops of the Orthodox Churches
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