Virgin Mary – the Mother of God
(a biblical lesson)

Learn by heart Jn 19:26-27
«When Jesus had seen His mother and the disciple standing by whom He loved, He said to His mother: ‘Woman, behold your son.’ After that, He said to the disciple: ‘Behold your mother.’ And from that hour, the disciple took her to his own.» 
1. Whom did Jesus see standing by the cross?
2. How did Jesus address His Mother from the cross? 

3. How many times are the terms ‘disciple’ and ‘mother’ used in Jn 19:26-27?

4. What are the consequences of the fact that the Virgin Mary is full of grace? (Lk 1:27-33)

5. What happened when Mary greeted Elizabeth? (Lk 1:41)
6. What did Elizabeth exclaim? (Lk 1:42-44)

7. Is there a relation between the prophecy of Ezek 36:26 and the receiving of Jesus’ Mother to one’s own?

8. Who performed this spiritual transplantation of heart? Through whom? (Ezek 36:26; Jn 19:26-27)
9. Who received a new spiritual centre (heart)? (Jn 19:26-27)

10. What relation should all generations have to Jesus’ Mother according to Lk 1:48?

A) When Jesus had seen His mother and the disciple standing by (Jn 19:26)
Mother:
Jn 2:1-10

Mk 3:31-35

Acts 1:14

Gal 4:26-28

Rev 12:17

B) „Woman, behold your son” (Jn 19:26)
Woman:
Gen 3:15
Lk 1:42

Jn 2:4

Gal 4:4

Gal 4:31

Rev 12:1-17 

Mary is the new woman and mother, so she is the new Eve.

... your son: Under Jesus’ cross the disciple becomes the son of Jesus’ Mother!
What did Jesus say to His Mother? (Jn 19:26-27)

C) After that, He said to the disciple: “Behold your mother” (Jn 19:27)
What did Jesus say to the disciple? (Jn 19:26-27)
How many of Jesus’ disciples were under the cross? (Jn 19:26-27)

Disciple:

Lk 14:33

Mt 28:19
Bondslave of the Lord (he doule Kyriou):
Lk 1:38.48

Slaves of sin – the sons of Eve:

Rom 6:17-18
Rom 6:20-22

What are the biblical requirements for a Christ’s disciple? (Lk 14:33) 
What is the task of the apostles – where are they to go and what are they to do? (Mt 28:19)

Who was called Christians according to Acts 11:26?
Whom did they appoint and to whom did they commit them according to Acts 14:23? 
Does Jesus’ testament - “Behold your mother” - meet the character of a covenant?
D) From that hour, the disciple took her to his own (eis ta idia) (Jn 19:27)
St. Ambrose says: “The disciple John received Mary’s soul to magnify the Lord in him and Mary’s spirit to rejoice in God.” (cf. Lk 1:46-47)

Whereto did the disciple receive Jesus’ Mother? (Jn 19:27)
Through what did the disciple standing by the cross become the son of Jesus’ Mother? (Jn 19:27)
Where did Jesus (the Word incarnate) come and how did His own treat him? (Jn 1:11)
What happened to those who received Jesus and believe in His name? (Jn 1:12)

What question did Paul ask the disciples in Acts 19:2?

Summary:

How do we receive Jesus, His Mother, the Holy Spirit?

Can you too undergo this spiritual transplantation?
Where does it take place?

Who performs it?

What are its conditions?

Mary – the Immaculate Virgin
The term “Ever-Virgin” in the Divine Liturgy

The Eastern Liturgy repeats several times (4 times) an ektene (litany) containing the following words: “...our All-Holy, the Most Pure, Most Blessed and Glorified Lady, Mother of God and Ever-Virgin Mary...”
The Creed confesses: “(Jesus Christ) was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit and born of the Virgin Mary...”
The Eastern Church paints the icons of the Virgin Mary with three little stars on her mantle which symbolize that she remained a Virgin in conceiving her Son, a Virgin in giving birth to Him and a Virgin after His birth.
The liturgical prayer “Only-begotten”: “(Christ) was born of the Most Holy Mother of God and Ever-Virgin Mary.”
In the prayer after the last ektene the priest prays: “Strengthen our steps by the prayers and intercessions of the Glorious Mother of God and Ever-Virgin Mary.”
The term “the Most Pure and Ever-Virgin”
The last blessing in the Divine Liturgy: “Christ, our true God, by the prayers of His Most Pure Mother...”
After the end of epiclesis: “... especially with our All-Holy, Most Pure, Most Blessed and Glorified Lady...” 
The choir responds: “Meet it is in truth, to glorify Thee, O Birthgiver of God, ever blessed, and all-undefiled, the Mother of our God. More honourable than the Cherubim, and beyond compare more glorious than the Seraphim, Thou who without stain didst bear God the Word, true Birthgiver of God, we magnify Thee.”
In the last blessing at the end of the Vespers the priest prays: “Most Holy Mother of God, save us!” 

In the Eastern Book of Hours there is a multitude of prayers to the Mother of God:
The small compline, Canticle 9: “Saved by You, the Most Pure Virgin, we confess that You are the true Birth-giver of God and we glorify You along with the choirs of Angels.”
The hymns to the Mother of God, tone 8: “Spiritual gate of life, the Most Pure Mother of God! Save from all dangers those who faithfully fly to your patronage that they may glorify the Holy One born of You for the salvation of our souls.”
The sticherons in Matins (Morning Prayers) on the feast of the Conception of St. Anne contain these words: “The Prophets once foretold an Immaculate, Pure bondslave of God, a Virgin...”
St. Ephraem Syrus: “In Thee, O Lord and in Thy Mother there is no stain.”

St. John Damascene: “The earth did not keep your immaculate body...”

The small compline (small vespers) in the Book of Hours contains a prayer attributed to St. Ephraem Syrus: “All-immaculate, all-stainless, all-incorrupt, all-pure Virgin...”

Card. L. Husar, at variance with the Holy Scripture and Tradition, one-sidedly and purposefully emphasizes a purely natural aspect, saying: “Mary washed the clothes, swept the yard, washed the dishes...” and he falsely makes us believe that we cannot imagine her like that. He does not say that the substance is not in this activity, which is done by every woman, but that the substance of perfection and holiness is in the harmony of the soul with God. 

The Cardinal emphasizes the down-to-earth aspect and further continues sustaining this stream of a new but heretical view of Mary of history: “Naturally, she drew water from the well, was a friend with other women; Joseph likewise was a friend with other men and was occupied with his affairs as a carpenter”, and he concludes: “quite a normal family”. Thereby he turns in ridicule the traditional term “the Holy Family”. Unless he makes it clear that this is not just a normal and ordinary family, since Mary was conceived without sin and remained a Virgin, and unless he makes it clear too that Jesus was not an ordinary man but that He was the Son of God, then it is a heresy! Unfortunately, the Cardinal does not add this essential complement and explanation. In a normal family one encounters everyday sins, disappointment, hurt relationships... If the Holy Family was a normal family, it would mean that Jesus and Mary committed sins as any other normal family and, moreover, that Joseph and Mary lived together as husband and wife, and this is an absurdity and untruth. 

Further he writes: “And to this realistic and prosaic image of the real (historical) life of this family we apply our theological reflections.” In other words, the Cardinal says that all that transcends this real framework of nature is just a so-called “theological reflection by which we ‘kill’ the reality by our highly intellectual thoughts”. Ergo, what is written in the Holy Scripture, what is set by the Tradition of the Church Fathers is, as Card. Husar says, just a theological reflection and speculation that creates an unreal image – so-called Mary of faith – which is unreal, constructed and dreamt up by the community of Christians. This is a heresy!

The Cardinal says: “... people liked her. She was one of them and that is all.” This is a heresy! If he added: “Admittedly, she was one of them, but unlike them she was a Virgin, Full of Grace, the Mother of God...”, then it would be true. He, however, consciously conceals and denies all the supernatural.
The book An Exclusive Interview on the State of the Church states: For the crisis of the very term of the Church, for the crisis of morals and for the crisis of woman Card. J. Ratzinger (the Holy Father Benedict XVI) recommends, among other things, especially one remedy “whose effect has been tested by many centuries. It is a remedy which can be briefly called – Mary.”
“It was difficult for me to understand the meaning of a famous statement calling Virgin Mary the conqueress of all heresies. Only now, in these confused times, when really heresies of all kinds are knocking at the door of the true faith, I come to understand that it was no pious exaggeration but a truth valid now more than ever before. Indeed, it is necessary to return to Mary again if we want to return to Jesus Christ.” So much the Holy Father. 
The attitude of the liturgical texts as well as of the texts from the Book of Hours where Mary is called Ever-Virgin and Mother of God is diametrically different from the heretical attitude of Card. L. Husar who claims that she was the same as other women and that, as he says, is all. This is a heresy!
Most Holy Mother of God, save us!
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