A reform of the theological formation of future priests

His Holiness

Benedict XVI

Supreme Pontiff
Your Holiness,

today the condition of clerical ordination in the Catholic Church is to go through an atheistic formation (atheistic philosophy and atheistic theology based on historic-critical method). This is a crime against God’s vocation, and therefore this whole deadly system should be abolished.
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A) Abolishment of theological faculties

Today one must realize the big pressure of the world (mass media) and of overt and covert systems which liquidate Christianity. However, the biggest enemy is inside. It is the current deadly theological system which liquidates the future priests in the bud! If we make a true diagnosis of the spiritual life and of the pernicious formation at theological faculties, we will discover that today they are already ruled by the spirit of atheism and the spirit of antichrist. This spirit under the guise of scholarship liquidates all that is living, all that is sound in the Church! Today the formation is performed by such people who not just spiritually violate their students but even create such public opinion in the Church behind which is the spirit of the world. They thus have control even over the very diocesan bishop who is perpetually exposed to the systematic pressure of these false prophets. These spiritual murderers have the Church’s official approval to their deadly activity. They publicly shelter themselves behind You, Your Holiness, and behind the Church. Who obeys them, the one, they say, obeys You, Your Holiness, and who stands against them and their heretical spirit, the one is then, be it a student or a professor, mercilessly thrown out of the theological faculty.

On You, Your Holiness, falls the full responsibility, similarly as it is in the case of the consecration of homosexual and unworthy bishops! The substance of the Church’s reform is that the deadly system will be liquidated and instead of it there will be a new system built, one that will bear orthodoxy and life! This is normal and logical.

We propose abolishment of the present theological faculties and introduction of discipleship. Concretely it would mean: At the beginning of the disciple’s formation to go through recollections that lead to conversion and then through a month’s course of mission. This would be followed by two years of missionary practice and three years of study connected with the practice of prayer, i.e. acquirement of due habit of prayer and building of a living community. The continuation of this would be a lifelong formation (2-3 days of common life every week, prayer + God’s Word).

So the purpose is the introduction of a new clerical formation and of a new life style of priests. The consequence will be that the half-dead parishes will turn into living cells which will be capable of a life of faith, following of Christ and mission. This mission, done by laymen, has a principle – a sheep breeds a sheep – the shepherd does not breed sheep, he only leads and protects them!!!

The seminarians who in the present time are studying theology should additionally go through at least a three-year formation which would start with personal conversion (a change of thinking and spirit), initiation into prayer and a mission connected with evangelization. They should dissociate themselves from the poisonous spirit of historic-critical theology (HCT) and from all other heresies by which they have been affected during the theological studies. Those who will be liberated and healed may be ordained priests afterwards. The new formation with two years of missionary practice and three years of study presupposes subsequent lifelong spiritual formation founded on the apostolic teaching (the Bible and the Tradition). It is so in order that the celibacy may be fully used, as it was with the Apostle Paul or John. The new formation thus at the same time entails a new style of priestly life. Celibate priests would for two or three days a week live in common, so that they might, similarly to the Apostles, devote themselves to prayer and God’s Word (cf. Acts 6:4). Such servants of God may then transmit the power of the Spirit as well as the experience gained to the souls entrusted to them. So if celibacy is to be of full benefit today, it cannot do without this new and lifelong formation. For a priest – celibate – as a lonely individual exposed to the pressure of the world will soon lose the spirit of zealousness and the living faith and in the current conditions will not be able to hold out. (However, the need to create conditions for spiritual life through lifelong formation concerns not only celibate priests but also married non-Catholic pastors or Orthodox priests.)

The newly formed priests will be able to train up disciples in their parishes. There can even be mutual cooperation in the pastoral work among the priests. The deanery will then be the common pastoral field for this priests’ team. The purpose is that there are really disciples – Christ’s witnesses – trained up.

The fact that the present formation system also has certain positive elements is not the reason for its maintenance, for today it already fully leads to the self-destruction of the Church. We need not be afraid of the reform; throughout the first millenium the formation of priests was not dependent on university education at all and yet it did an effective mission. Moreover, the early Christians likewise had no philosophico-theological education and they were able to preach Christ, do a mission for His sake and finally even to lay down their lives for Him. The Apostle Paul did not study any Kant’s philosophy, nor the Apostles needed the philosophy of Hegel or Heidegger and none of them used historic-critical method. Their testimony was founded on God’s power (cf. Rom 15:19). That is why today in the Church we likewise do not need this Trojan horse which destroys the substance of whole Christianity!

The question remains what to do then with a whole army of unemployed professors. Let us leave it to the Lord! Once we stand before the Judgement of God, we shall know that this whole pernicious system has on its conscience millions of souls which will be eternally condemned. Who wants to have on his conscience yet other millions of the eternally condemned? Therefore the only solution for the sake of the Church’s good is the abolishment of all theological faculties and seminaries by reason of their ineffectiveness. Then instead of them to start the formation in a new way! We repeat: this deadly colossus today leads to the self-destruction of the Church. The need of the time and the need of the Church is not to educate faithless scholars but to train up God’s servants on the pattern of Paul the Apostle, ones that will lead the Church from death to life!
Your Holiness, forbid the study at theological faculties, at the same time taking a concrete measure that the graduates will not be administered clerical ordination nor allowed to serve in the Church!

One needs to take into account that simultaneously with the start of this key reform there will also start great resistance – thousands of “logical” objections against. Let us take an example of a reform in some religious order. By means of pious phrases the reform will be opposed by those who have power in the order and who do not seek the true good of the order nor of the Church. Those who further the good of the Church will end up like St. John of the Cross, whom the superiors imprisoned in a dark subterranean vault. Unless God’s man, holding the authority, stands up for the true reform, the spirit of the world and intrigues will overcome! This task lies on You, Your Holiness – to carry the burden of the reform of the whole Church! Therefore choose good co-workers!

After the abolishment of this self-destructive system the so-called theologians will no longer be able to appear publicly in Your name and in the name of the Church, nor will they any longer be able to publicly deceive the plain and immature students by claiming that they, the heretics, are representatives of the true Church! They will no longer be able to corrupt innocent souls with the blessing of the Church. This pernicious system builds on human nature which is corrupted by original sin. Therefore the chief means of recovery must be deep conversion and then a permanent fight with this cunning nature which is under the influence of spiritual darkness. That is why we need to be converted, that is why we need to believe in the Gospel! (cf. Mk 1:15)

B) Philosophy is not needful for clerical formation

Human pride sets great store by human wisdom, which the Apostle calls foolishness. He himself had to fight against various gnoses and philosophies which tended to become a substitute for the true faith. This was in the times of the Apostle Paul, this was in the encounter of Christianity with Greek philosophy and with various gnostic streams, and it is the same even today.

When the persecution of Christians ended, there arose various heresies, out of which the strongest one was Arianism which, the same as HCT, denied the Divinity of Christ. Saint Basil fought against this heresy with word and pen and suffered therefor persecution even from the very emperor.

The Middle Ages brought uncritical development of philosophy. The means was often made into the end and finally a cancerous tumour grew up. The philosophy of the Middle Ages, though being an effective means of knowledge at that time, could not have absolute truth, as no philosophical system after all, and thus it had certain wants and problematic aspects. It was considered to be salvific and in some circles it was even deemed to be a substitute for the Gospel. This intellectual pride covered their eyes, so they were not able to perceive the foolishness of the cross (1Cor 1:18) and the plain truth of the Gospel. Luther’s reformation in certain aspect was then a blessing, for one needed to direct the sight to God’s Word again. Unfortunately, later on modern philosophies started to appear. Their chief representative is I. Kant.
Immanuel Kant cast doubt upon the ability of man to cognize the real world. According to Kant, between human cognizance and the reality there is a chasm which it is not possible to surmount. His philosophical view as well as philosophies similar to his lead to agnosticism. Epistemology of Kant (based on a priori categories of human reason, which mould human cognition) is an error not only from the philosophical point of view. Contemporary discoveries of natural sciences definitively negate Kant’s categories. Development of non-Euclidean geometry, Einstein’s relativistic physics, laws of probability and statistics, development of particle physics and of quantum mechanics are sufficient evidence of the absurdity of Kant’s philosophy. It is therefore curious that this philosophy is still being lectured, and that even at theological faculties. The cause of the fact that even today, in the 21st century, someone takes seriously the philosophy of Kant is just human pride which indulges in haughty and “original” intellectualism. 

If I use my reason only to dig into it as such (see Kant – ‘Critique of Pure Reason’), then it is similar as if I did not use my hands to work but just critically scrutinized them whether they are sterilely clean. 

Contemporary modern philosophies à la Kant (Hegel, Marx, Nietzsche...) lead to insanity and vanity. Such philosophers “went after vanity and became vain” (Jer 2:5) “Because, although they could know God with their reason, they did not glorify Him as God, but became futile in their thoughts (in their reason), and their foolish hearts were darkened” (cf. Rom 1:21-22). Certainly every philosophical stream also has its truth inferred from human thinking and behaviour. However, the problem remains that this view is partially restricted and mutually incoherent (it cannot be connected with other philosophical systems). Ergo there does not exist a uniform philosophical synthesis and it even cannot exist by reason of the manner of our cognition. Our cognition is of lower order than the cognition of pure spirits (angels) and it can by no means be compared with the cognition of God (cf. Isa 55:8-9).

Unless philosophy is tested by the experience of the Gospel, it does not serve man but it leads to idolatry. It then even becomes a basis of decadent thinking in the society. An evidence of this is the contemporary culture of death and the criminal political systems of fascism, communism as well as of so-called democratic systems where laws and ethics are created by political vote and not by the very truth about man (by pressure of financial and political lobbying). 

Academic ground will not help to create a sound philosophy of life, quite the contrary; the only thing that will help is the experience of a truly lived Christian life and of the testimony of martyrs. One therefore cannot expect that the current academic ground will create new philosophy and theology. There must come a new generation of the witnesses to Christ’s Gospel. Only this testimony can give new true principles (new philosophy) in the relation to God, man and creation!

Objection: Without philosophy the present-day priests and seminarians will not be able to object to philosophical systems. 

Response: It is necessary, instead of opening oneself uncritically to philosophical studies, to elaborate apologetics which would stem from the Gospel and point at the false foundation and pernicious fruit of various philosophies as well as at the fact that philosophies lead away to false ways diverting from God and from salvation!

C) True wisdom

True wisdom is based on several sound principles:

1) Often to remember the Last Things: death, judgement, eternity.

2) With my reason I am to seek and remind myself of the sense and main aim of my earthly life, which is the eternal life.

3) I am to use the created things in accordance with the practical rule: “As much as necessary, nothing more and nothing less.” (St. Ignatius Loyola) I am to use the created things as much as they serve me towards the last aim. I have to renounce them as much, even if they are good, as they lead me away from this aim.

4) I am to do everything in such measure as if it depended just on me and not on God, but at the same time I have to trust in such measure as if it depended just on God and not on me. This dialectics of life leads to a right personal initiative and at the same time to a right trust in God!

True wisdom leads to righteousness; however, the one who is really righteous lives by faith in God (cf. Rom 1:17).

To attain the true wisdom we need self-criticism and humility. We need to realize our own poorness and sinfulness, but at the same time the reality that Jesus took my sin and my problems on Himself. This is the truth and true wisdom! Who does not have Jesus, cannot bear hearing the truth about himself, lets himself be deceived, abides in that deceit and considers himself to be wise, but he is a foolish man, as the Gospel says, building on the sand, similarly as Kant and other professional liars like him, who call themselves wise men or philosophers. However, in fact they lead the mankind to a false way which diverts from the true way, which is Jesus. Their false way ends in the eternal condemnation! Jesus is the Good Shepherd, Jesus is the Door for the sheep through which they enter the eternal life! Various gurus, philosophers and demagogues are “thieves and robbers” (Jn 10:8) who “steal, kill and destroy the sheep” (cf. v. 10a), but Jesus says to this: “I have come that they (the sheep) may have life.” (v. 10b) 

D) Testimonies of students

In Slovakia there are seven formation centres for education of intending priests altogether. In the Czech Republic there are two.

A student of 5th year testifies: “The student who begins the first year has the following in store: After about three months there comes a change of mind and conduct, the student adopts the spirit that rules the whole theological formation, which is made manifest even on his external behaviour. That means that a young man who by his nature is timid and sincere becomes self-confident and arrogant. His external behaviour and way of expression become unnatural and hypocritical. Concerning his personal faith, it is turned into ridicule so that he mostly throws away the sound principles as well as the true faith. However, if somebody does not assimilate in this way, it is responded with great psychological pressure. This pressure is put on him by all students who have already received that spirit and cannot permit that there should be someone different who would become remorse to them. Therefore, the one who does not conform to this system will either leave or become a black sheep (a similar system is in prisons and in the army). Example: Seminarian M. withdrew from the fourth year psychically depressed, with damaged health (problems with liver, with blood-pressure, gastric neurosis). Doctor stated that it is a consequence of psychical stress.

Another sincere and intelligent student, likewise, withdrew from the fourth year, and said: ‘The whole seminary and theological formation gave me nothing positive, on the contrary, it robbed me of the common faith! All this time of deformation I consider harm to my soul!’”
A testimony of a student of 3rd year: “If the seminarian wants to fit in among others he has to start to behave downright unnaturally.”

A testimony of a student of 4th year: “Under the phrase that ‘we have to be on theological level’ the professors demanded of us from the very first year that we put aside personal piety (i.e. renounce the living faith in Christ as well as the sound Christian principles). Behind this catchphrase of the professors is hidden pride and practical unbelief.

Similarly, the professor of the Old Testament requires that as the most important document of the Church should be considered ‘The Interpretation of the Bible in the Church’ issued by the Pontifical Biblical Commission which, however, is not a part of the Magisterium. This document forwards historic-critical theology as the most correct interpretation of the Scripture. When the professor said some heresy, he immediately began to insist that we have to accept with humility what is presented to us by the Church. His favourite phrase was that during the study of this issue in Rome he had ‘skinned his elbows’. This was the ‘greatest evidence of truthfulness’ of his heretical statement!
Already in the first year the professor of philosophy in the introductory lecture inculcated upon the seminarians the principles of study: To put aside all truths of faith as well as the knowledge of the Holy Scripture and to begin to think only philosophically. In the following lectures he propagated Chardin who was a pantheist, and then this professor de facto negated St. Thomas’ five evidences of God’s existence and also cast doubt upon the existence of natural moral law.

In the 3rd year in the introductory lecture the professor explained on the subject of the Gospels that it is necessary to look at the reports in the Gospel critically and then he put a final question what according to us was authentic in the Gospel. The students responded that only the birth of Jesus and His death on the cross. He was fully satisfied with this response.
Concerning the historicity of Christ’s resurrection, even in his mimeographed lecture notes this professor does not recommend to call it a historical event.”
A student of 2nd year said to a candidate for the theological study: “If you want to study at the theological faculty, you have to receive the spirit of the world, the spirit of historic-critical method and in your mind you have to give space for heresies, otherwise you will not last it out.” Then he added: “You need not have any faith, if you do, at the theological faculty you will have problems with it. If you put it aside, you will have no more problems, as internal so external. You will be accepted, you will be on so-called academic level and the door to Church career will be opened for you.” 
The brother of one seminarian, after visiting him several times in the seminary and perceiving the atmosphere as well as the spirit that ruled there, said with indignation: “These boys have nothing in common not only with Christian life but with the normal, natural life either.” He tagged on with ridicule: “Half of you at the least are candidates for psychiatry!” 
A testimony from Rome: “The professor said to us students that our faith cannot be based on various private prayers, and then he explained in a liberal way the Incarnation of the Word of God. By the end of the year some students stopped praying the Rosary and some even ridiculed the Virginity of the Mother of God.

Another professor openly said this heresy: ‘Every religion leads to salvation!’

A certain student after finishing the first year of study said that he had doubt whether Christ had lived on earth. Another student got into a great crisis and wanted to withdraw from the university as well as from the monastery.”

A testimony of a priest forty years after finishing the philosophical study at the theological faculty: “Never in my life have I needed anything from philosophy. But what I really needed during my priesthood was my own conversion from the spirit of this world wholly to Christ. I also needed the spirit of prayer, God’s Word and God’s wisdom, not human slyness.”
There could be whole metres of books written containing such testimonies to the contemporary deterrent deformation of the candidates for priesthood.

Your Holiness, supposing that the condition of clerical ordination in the Catholic Church is to go through an atheistic formation (philosophy and HCT), then it is a crime against God’s vocation!

That is why this whole system must be abolished! 

Do not be afraid to perform this most needful operation which will lead to the spiritual revival of the whole Church.

Praying for You and asking for Your blessing,

Fr. Cyril J. Špiřík Ing. ThD. OSBM 

Fr. Eliáš A. Dohnal ThD. OSBM

Fr. Markian V. Hitiuk ThLic. OSBM

Fr. Metoděj R. Špiřík ThD. OSBM

Pidhirtsi 15th August 2007
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