1020th jubilee of the baptism of Rus-Ukraine

On Friday 25th July 2008 the Patriarch of Constantinople Bartholomew I arrived by plane at the celebration in Kiev. In the evening there was celebration of vespers in St. Sophia Cathedral, where the President of Ukraine with the government representatives and the higher Orthodox hierarchy both from Ukraine and from abroad were present. 

On Saturday there was a meeting with the faithful in the centre of the city behind St. Sophia Cathedral. The address was delivered by President V. Yushchenko and by Patriarch Bartholomew I.

On Sunday 27th July the Divine Liturgy was celebrated on Vladimir’s Hill near the Monument to St. Vladimir. The celebrants were the Patriarch of Constantinople Bartholomew I and the Patriarch of Moscow Alexius II. The President of Ukraine had to leave the Liturgy due to his journey to the flood area in the Ivano-Frankivsk region. 
Both the President of Ukraine and Patriarch Bartholomew I showed an effort to separate Ukraine from the canonical territory of Moscow and to subordinate it to Constantinople. 

What was the greatest spiritual fruit and blessing that resulted from this jubilee? The Most Holy Mother of God, who is the conqueror of all heresies, obtained for the Church in Ukraine this spiritual operation: On 3rd August 2008 a new Bishops’ Synod of the UGCC was appointed and new Head of the UGCC was elected. The old synod fell under an anathema due to its spiritual unity with the heresies of Card. L. Husar. Without this most important step – appointment of the new Synod of the UGCC – the process of renewal in the UGCC and spiritual resurrection in Ukraine could not start! The intercession of the Holy Virgin for the spiritual resurrection of Ukraine was also joined by St. Vladimir, St. Olga and by other Ukrainian saints and martyrs!

Christ is risen! He is risen indeed!

Pidhirtsi, 4th August 2008
